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NOTICE. 



This following pages, recently published in Simmonds's Colonial Maga^ 
zine, are intended as precursory to a Philosophical Inquiry into the 
Intellectual Powers of the Negroes, which appear to me to be as sua* 
ceptible of education and improvement as those of the Europeans. 
However, this is only an inquiry; and probably, in a larger work, I 
shall follow out the argument more at length, and I hope more satis- 
factorily to my readers as well as myself. 

Since writing the Prodromm^ the talented Editor of the Colonial 
Magazine^ my friend, P. L. Simmokds, Esq., has kindly placed in 
my hands the work of M, Simtant^ an African^ entitled Essai stir 
les moins d*ea!ttrper les Pr^ugis de Blancs contre la Couleur des 
A/ricains et des Sang-MU^es, It is the Prize Essay of the French 
Society for the Abolition of Slavery ; but I have not had time to do that 
justice to it which its merits seem to demand. I mention it, therefore, 
merely to show that I am not unacquainted with such a work. 

EDWABD BINNS, M.D. 

BeUoTue, Hounilow^ May^ 1844. 




the Author, 



THE ANATOMY OF SLEEP; or, THE ART OF PROCURING SOUND 
AND REFRESHING SLUMBER AT WILL. 

By Edward Bikns» M.D., &c. &c. 

Churchill, London. 




PRODROMUS, 



Passing over the theories upon the origin, color, and nature of the 
negroes as idle and futile, when opposed to facts — the presumed identitj 
of the Egyptians with the present Copts and the real negro — the fallacy, 
on the one hand, of making him a mere remove from the monkey, and 
on the other, the improbability of his being the original stock, whence 
the Caucasian, Mongolian, and other varieties of the human race have 
descended, I proceed — 

, ^ Fiiwt— rXp . ifiveotigate some of the causes which have hitherto pre- 
vented the Africans from distinguishing themselves in the ranks of 
literary men, as experimental philosophers, ethnological investigators, 
physicians, politicians, thealogians, moralists, or professors of many of 
those arts and sciences incidental to a high state of civilisation. 

Second — To adduce examples of individuals of the great Ethiopian 
&mily, who have attained the proud distinctions of scholar, poet, states- 
man, or divine; and thence to deduce the conclusion, that there exists 
no physical or physiological cause to preclude the African or his deriva- 
tive from contending successfully for the prizes in the curricula of the 
arts and sciences. 

And, in limine^ I must observe, that in common with all physiologists, 
I admit the difficulties attending the classification of the human race, 
and I shall, therefore, make no attempt to amend or negative the theories 
alre'ady advanced ; but shall employ such facts collected by Buffi)n,Long, 
Edwards, Blumenbach, Pritchard, Lawrence, and other writers, as shall 
aid me in the present inquiry, in place of expending labor in refuting 
errors which are self-evident of themselves, or of consuming time in 
tidvancin^ new theories which are too often founded on crude conjecture, 
deduced from uncertain data, supported by vague reasoning, and ampli- 
fied by suppositious facts. 

Pritchard supposes the negro to he/ons et or^o, whence all varieties 
of the human race are derived. Blumenbach, on the other hand, con- 
siders him a vitiated variety of the Caucasian or white man. These 
gentlemen are authors of repute ; but I very much doubt the validity of 
their judgments. It is plain both cannot be right. Neither of them 
had collected together a sufficient number of facts when they promul- 
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gaUi. tliifir opinions ^ to entitle the latter to much i^eipect. Butfbii^^wmi^ 
not better informed, Long was prejudiced, and LaWfence li«*'^MiM>f 
retracted his hasty opinion. However, this question it not the imme*^ 
diate object of the present paper, and, therefore, I shall dwell no loitgeif 
Mpon it* 

With regard to the positive capability or capacity of the negro^^ 
receiving and retaining instruction, I confess that, to a certain extent, f 
am still m the dark ; for the experiment pending in the West Indies itf 
not concluded. So far, however, as it has progressed ^ I think th« 
auspices favorable, though I have refrained from colIeGthig many 
examples from that source to support this opinion. Those I derive 
from other sources are very conclusive, for it must be borne in mind 
that the negro has, as yet, enjoyed no opportunity, either in his owtf 
country or his prison-house, America, of developing talent, or acquiritig 
knowledge. Hence we should be inclined to lay some stress upon the 
fact, that certain of his conveners have signalised themselves iti th« 
acquisition of the arts and sciences in spite of thes^ obfttaclesif IM 
us remember, too, that Africa has been from the earliest ages the great 
slave market, the seat of barbarism and violence, the arena of servile 
Wars and sanguinary dramas. Reprisal and retaliation, even to the 
present day, usurp tibe seat of justice and mercy ; and the minds of 
her inhabitants, pre-occupied with scenes of bloodshed, aUow bo leisuM 
for studv, or time for contemplating the higher objects c^ existence^*^ 
while their hands, stained with slaughter, rarely attempt the pfeetice, 
much less the improvement, of the rudest mechanical arts. Sciene^ 
exists not among them. Of mathematics, algebra, geometnr, cbemistyy» 
astronomy, physics, pathology, philosophy, anatomy, and navigtftioti; 
they may be said to know not even the name ; while of palnting^^ 
sculpture, arithmetic, agriculture, and pobtics, they possess only -the 
shadows, f For the most part leading an idle and desultoiy Uii, di» 
fertility of the soil, and the munificence of the climate, releasing tfaeni 
from the necessity of nearly all corporeal exertion— content to enj«y 
^ |>resent, they interrupt not their pleasures with any preparation or 
provision for the future. Emphatically, ^' they take no thought foP 

* Since this paper was first written (at the request of my lamented friend, Du 
Banoroft, late Inspector-General of Hospitals in Jamaica), m«ch additaonal infoTMSr 
tion has been obtained of the negro character ; and Dr. Pritchardhas published, I aa^, 
informed, a very elaborate wfifk on Man. I have seen, but not read the book. Thp 
portraits, however, appeared to me to be piirposdy Europeahised, if I may coin the 
expressiOD, to carry out the theory of the author. 

t See what Edwards sayS ttpon this itibject, vol. ii., p. 58, 8nl Ed.) 4to*» LoAd^i 
1794, and sabseqoently. I cannot avoid quoting tbe following passage^ so stasngi^ 
oomdioralive of the aiynment I endeavor to establish :~" Tko similtf and uniform 
system of life to which they are all (the African slaves) reduced ; the few opportuni^ 
ties, and the little encouragement given them for mental improvement, are circum^ 
stances that naturally induce a predominant and prevailing caste of character and dis- 
position. * The day,' says Homer, * which makes man a slave, takes away half hii 
worth;' and, in fact, he loses eveiy impulse to action, except that of fear; NersrtlMiJ 
lei^ there are among several of the Ai&ican nations some striking snd fMredomin^nt 
features, which cannot easily be overlooked by a person residing in any one of tbf 
sugar plantations." 

J I speak, of course, fftnerally, as will be seen as I proceed. 
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thi» morrow." Couseqaentlj, in the wide eacpanie of their eaobeniiv^ 
proiHncf«(^ Amines are almost perennial — a touthem, a northern^ a 
central, an eastern or a western portion, at one period or another of the 
year^ being exposed to the inconvenience of scarcity^ or subjected td 
the horrors of famine ; and this deficiency of food, or negation of thoat 
oecessaries required by the organs for peiformisg their stated functions, 
so as to preserve the body in the condition of health, is without doubt 
one great cause of their demoralization — nay, such a negation, often 
^p^ted and Ions continued, would produce the same effect even upon 
theimott civilised people. Again : their famines are generally accom-s 
paifiieil 6r succeeded by cbsease ; and in the details of &mine and pesti^ 
knic!^Q — those terrible scoucjges of the human race-— the philoeophet 
finds tittle to entitle man to the proud pre-eminence which he arro- 
gates, less to admire, and nothing to imitate. Animals of the bmte 
creation i^essed by hun^r, it 4s known, frequently devour their yeung ; 
and from this terrible crime, this unholy de^, this severance of all toe 
^ilds that bind, and all the affections that exalt our conunon nature 
above the mere brute, to which the Almighty in His infinite goodness 
and mercy has denied the possession of reasoning facultiea, even Hie 
human mother has not always been exempt. During the prevalence of 
a desolating famine in Jerusalem, and in a recent similar infliction 4n 
India-^uot to say anything of Europe — ^mothers were known to destioy 
and -devour their own ofiispring! ^ ?> 

These facts demonstrate the painful degradation to which the homftn 
race may be reduced when pretaed by hunger. This and continual 
wars waged to' supply the constant demand for slaves, not only for the 
American states, Imt fbr the markets of the East, prevent the expan- 
sion of the mind, and brutalize the intellect of the negro. 

Hence his character — suspicious, fickle, fierce, libidinous, druel, 
cufnning,' treacherous, blood-thirsty, in his uncivilised state; but when 
partially civilised, softened and ameliorated, as exemplified in the 
character of the late apprentices in the West Indies, and in that of 
tbf inhabitants of some countries in Africa, of which I shall speak 
mvJre fully presently. 

It m^y be alleged that the very fact of a slave mart having existed 
in' Afr)^ from the earliest ages to the present day, the horrid prac- 
tice of antfarop(^hagy prevalent among her inhabitants, together with 
several customs obnoxious to European notions of morality, separate 
th^ negroes by insurmountable barriers from their white brethren, and 
demonstrate their repugnance to, if not physical incapacity for, civilisa- 
tion. •^'I will ^eoncede that, at first sight, such revolting tiiaitsia the 
character oF^ a people wolild induce £iy one, who would proceed no 
t^fthei" in thelnquiry, to consider them as but one remove firom the 
brute, i^nd but remotely allied to the Mongolian or Caucasian r^ce». 
Out it Would not be philosophical ^ to stop here. It is conceded that 
Africa has been in past ages, and is to the present hour, the great slave 
market ; and, equally ^o, thi^ some of her people axe anthropophagous. 
But if it can be* shown— and who denies it?*— that all ancieht nations 
were deeply implicated in the slave trade, from the Jews, the chosen, 
people of God, to the Athenians^ the most polished pf nations ;^ froni 
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the Romans, the most warlike, to the Carthagenians, die mo«t commer- 
cial of people ; to say nothing lof the AssjrianS) Bab^rloniftByi, ^fiyp4M«», 
and Persians; the gr^^t objection to the Africans on iim- score, is 
removed. Shall I not call a blosh to the cheek of my reader^ when 
I remind him that, until it suited the policy of England, she .was 
the principal slave-dealer» slave-carrier, and oonsequently slavenW^er? 
She insisted, soon after she possessed herself of Jamaica^ that for every 
one hundred acres of land patented, ten slaves should be import into 
the island; and subsequently, when the House of Assembly petitionee} 
that the importation of slaves should cease, because the trafius waA imt 
moral and unjust, the reply of the Home Government was, that the trede 
was too profitable to British merchants to be relinquished ! But when ' 
the tide of commercial rapacity began to flow in an opposite dimction^ 
it was discovered that to hold slaves in bondage who had been purofaaeed 
under the express direction and sanction of the law, was unchrietaaa 
and unjust ! And the West Indians, receiving five shillings in the 
pound, were relieved from the burden of their guilt-^and their property 
at'the same time! ,> 

But we come still nearer home; for slavery in England, even up to a 
recent date, viewed in a political light, was a part and parcel of the in* 
stitutions of the kingdom. The inhabitants of Bristol, whose streets 
are quaintly said to be paved with African skulls, and the bricks of their 
houses to be cemented with Afiican blood, even so late as the leign 0( 
Henry VIII. publicly sold their children— *as did the Iri^h. Wheiiher 
incited by caprice, or urged by superstition, I will not pretend tofiaj, 
but Henry, in December 1514, manumitted two of his slaves ; and from 
that period slavery, in its most offensive form, nadually declined^ with- ' 
out any positive enactment for its abolition, xet Lord Auckland,' in 
1787, brought forward a motion, in the Privy Council, to sell conviots 
to the Bey of Tripoli^*' as it would save the money expended in send* 
ing them to the penal settlements!" * Mihi quidem hereto mm eet 
vermmile/ I think I hear the reader exclaim — neverthele$s iXiB true, • 
and the entry may be seen in the minute book of the Privy CounaL . 

On the subject of cannibalism, it can also be shown^ withquti any ' 
elaborate research, or any painful collocation of authorities,, that many 
ancient nations, whose posterity are now remarkable fc»* humanity and 
distinguished by a very high state of civilisation, werea|ithropophag<itts. 
Voltaire says, the Jews were anthropophagi, and supports l^am 
startling assertion by a quotation from Esekiei f The anci^t ;Cre(tan8, 
the Scandinavians, Scythians (Britons?), were all anthropephagi ; - 
but, surely, no one thinks of accusing the Hebrews of the present'oay, 
the inhabitants of Russia, Poland, Hungary, or the Norw^ians, Danes, 
and Swedes (descendants of th^i^e ancient nations) of being csfiiubals? 
So much for these two objections ! . 

Whenever the African shall be placed in a situation favorable to t^^e. 

- - ■■'■■ II-' ■■ ■ -iw !'■ - ■' -t4» «ti . ^....w.ii.lP , »>i 

* It is not long since agricttltural laborers ' were ''flogged" to their work in 
England, especially when they demanded, what the negroes in the West Indies lately 
demanded, an increase of wages. 

t This has been dispand by TAbbl Qn^^, in his " Lettres de qujetques Juifs." 
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Aevela^ment of the higher order of intellect— when his benev6lence, 
hk$ piety, his imagination, and his organs of causality, shall have heett ' 
caikd into action by suitable motives — he will gradually rise from th^ 
obscurity into which an inscrutable decree of the Almighty has so long' 
pHinged him ; and though he may never attain the high moral and in- 
t^le^al height to whfch the European nations have arrived — ^unless 
eduoation and training augment the anterior portion of the brain — 
nevertheless, I firmly believe, that he will be at least equal, if not 
superior, to the Asiatic nations which border on his soil.'*' 

In a state of slavery, at least such a st&te as existed lately in the West 
Indies, and still exists in America, the negro is afforded no oppor- 
tunity of acquiring knowledge, ofimprovin^ his intellect, or amplifying 
his ideas. All that was expected of him was, that he should be assi- 
du)Qia6 at his labor, obedient to his roaster, and honest in his conduct 
towards his fellow-bondmen. Where he went, what he did, or how he 
pasted Ms leisure time, was never asked, questioned, interfered with, 
or subjected to inquiry, so long as he '^ worked his ground " — the land 
h» was, permitted to cultivate for his exclusive benefit,— did not come 
too often into hospital, and was neither a drunkard nor a brawler, 
neither a runaway nor a skulkex, he was considered '^ a good negro ;" 
and, as such, enjoyed many little privileges, of which the less industrious 
and less favored slaves were debarred. If it suited his constitution to 
take two or more wives, there was no interference on the part of his 
master. If he went to the Baptist or Wesleyan chapel, to the 
Scotch kiik^ to the English church, or to the Roman chapel, or 
if he absented himself altogether from all these places of worship, it 
was' equally to the master a matter of indifference. In short, during 
theJperiod that the law exempted him from labor, the negro was a free 
ageotAn the broadest acceptation of the word. If, then, even in this 
unsgenial «oil, the intellect of some negroes burst the bonds by which it 
waa.eivcfaained, may we not argue from this fact, that had the entire 
race lihe same facilities afforded them for acquiring knowledge which 
thei, Europeans possess, that a majority would distinguish themselves 
veifj shortly in the arts and sciences, and equal, if not rival, their white 
brethren in ail that tends to ennoble man and distinguish him from 
the mere brutes, which are condemned by blind obedience to follow the 
instincts of nature ? 

Pood, clothing, manners, customs, laws, government — in a word, 
civilisation^ or that long-continued system of mental cultivation, com* 
meaced early and continued late, whether in the individual or the com* 
munity, produce extraordinary effects, not only in man but in brutes. 

In that nude and painted wretch, that weather-beaten, sun-dried 

* Edwards, than whom few persons were better acquainted with the negro cha- 
racter, speakmg of the negroes from the Gold Coast, says : " One cannot surely but 
lament that a people, naturally dmulous and intrepid, should be sunk into so deplo- 
rable a state of barbarity and superstition ; and that their spirits should oyer be brokei) 
down by tbe yoke of slavery. Whatever may be alleged concerning their ferociousness . 
and implacabUity, in their present notions of ri^t and wrong, I am persuaded that 
they possess qualities which are capable of, and well deserve, cultivation and improve- 
ment.''— ^.^FTtft/ Jndiei, vol. ii., p. 71. Second Edition.) 

B 
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savage, Wh'6se disherelled locks, matted with dirt, stream' upon tni5 
frcmMed air, whose rapid gait mocks the warrior's tread, whose wild 

fiances dart contagious fires, as, with hideous cries and howls, she flings 
ler tender infant into the hiiming chasm of her wicker altar to jappease 
the anger of her demon god, who couW — yi\xoroo7ild reiJoguis^ the 
ancestor of that enchanting girl, whose voluptuous form, sinuous bust, 
and beaming eye, impart '*a loving languor which is nx)t rqposj^'' to 
that brilliant circle, that at once she seems to kindle, dazzle, and co^^- 
mand? Yet this savage is ^ sample of the women of this boasted. is|^, 

. some' two thousand years ago ! 

Then why may not the philanthropist indulge the reasonable hopes that 
!t is possible to civilise th€ African, and improve his physical cpof/M:- 
mation, at the same time that his intellectual feculties are exalted ^ To 
prove that this desirable end — ^founded on the principle of induction- 
may* not be so unattainable as many have supposea; and that it has 
been* partially realized, I shall now adduce a few examples of Africans or 
their descenaants, who have distinguished themselves either as authors, 
statesmen, or divines ; and first of one who is little known. I allude 
to Francis Williams, a native of Jamaica. 

Francis Williams,* a negro, was bom in Spanish Town, Jamaica, 
and educated at the expense of the Duke of Montague, who took 
great interest in the welfare of the Africans. Anxious to give the be- 

. nighted negro an opportunity of showing whether his intellects wer^ as 
capable of cultivation as those of the European, he chose Williatus^ a 
boy of uncommonly bright parts, as a fit subject for experiment. He 
had long, as he expressed himself, desired to solve the problem, wbetjiier 
it was possible or not, by means of careful cultivation, to render Jhe 
negro equal to the European in mental accomplishments*, Williaitos, 
whose father and mother were both firec, was accordingly sent to • Eng- 
land, and placed first at a, grammar-school, when, having acquired the 
rudiments of education, he was removed and sent to Canibridge, wliere 
he made some progress in mathematics. Long, the historian of Janiaica, 
the only authority, touching the life of WilHams, I am able to citej^in- 
•ulted iiis Memory and afiected to despise his talents ; and with a aar- 
rowness of mind, which in his day was the sin not only of the on^du- 
cated, but of the learned and well-informed classes in Englandahddhe 

' West Indies, speaks thus contemptuously of the poor African. 

^. " During his abode in England, after finishing his educatio)n, ii is 
said (I know not with what truth) that he composed the wellrkiiown 
baUad of * Welcome, welcome, brother debtor,' &c. But I have like- 
• wise heard the same attributed to another author.'' He next itlfbhns 
us, that on Williams's return to Jamaica, the Duke of Montague 'en- 
deavored to procure him the post of governor's secretary, but the 
prejudices^ possibly policy, of Mr. Trelawney, then governor, operated 
affainst him, and ne was refutsed l^e appointment Thus, unable to 
(£tain honorable employment, in which his talents might have been 

* KWby eeems to have been ignorant of the existence of B«ch a person as .WUliams, 
as he makes no mention of him in his Bridgewater Treatise, where it is natural to 
expect iiome allusion to a person so well known in his time would have been found. 
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successfully developed ; highly educated, withesalted ideas of the val^e 
of classical leaminj^ ; contemnied, despised, and trampled on— excluded 
from the sSciety of the whites by prejudice, and esUiinge^from the con- 
verge of his own color by his superior attainments; WU^attis was 'Coqi- 
pelled to seek the necessary ipeans of existence in the labor of education^ 
and accordingly opened a school in Spanish Town, where be instructed 
the few scholars ^at were sent him in reading, writing, mathematics, 

^ and the classics.' 

While thus engaged he selected a negro pupil with a view of making 
him his successor, and assiduously instructed him in all theleajcning 
that he hiniself possessed. But unfortunately, probably from pver 
application, he became deranged, and WilUams never repeated the 

^ attempt.* Long, who did not scruple to blacken the character of 
'Williams, in seeking to depreciate the talents of the negro, seized upon 
this isolated and unfortunate fact to strengthen his rash and unfounded 
opinion, that the bkck man. was but a vocative brute, or monkey erect ;t 

^^and in his anxiety to support this theory, per fas aut nefas^ he inserts 

■ a (juotation from Montesquieu^ to the effect, that in hot climates there is 
; no force or Vigor of mind necessary for human action : — ** There is," 

he says, '* no curiosity, no noble enterprise, no generous sentiment." 

.., 1^ Lpng seems to have thought the madness of this poor creatnre an exce)}eiit sub- 

. ject for mirth ; for this is the way in which he speaks of his terrible infliction : *' WHlst 

he (Williams) acted in this profession, he selected a negro pupil, whom he truned up 

^' with particulcur care, intending to, make him his successor in the school ; but of tliis 

' yctith it may said, to use the expression of Festus to Paul, that ' much learning 

Inade him mad.' The abstruse problems of mathematical institution turned his brain, 

, , and, he still remains (1-784), I believe, an unfortuonte example, to ahow that ev^ry 

African head is not adapted by nature to such profound contemplations. The chief 

pride of this disciple consists in imitating the garb and deportment of his tutor. A 

' tye perriwig, a sword, and ruffled shirt, seem, in his opinion, to comprehend the very 

~ fnlurrow and quintessence of all erudition and philosophic dignity. Probably he 

> • iitagines it a more easy way of acquiring, among the negroes, the reputation of a 

i , , sr^t scholar, by these superficial modes, which Catch the eye, than by talking of 

^, Euclid, whom they know nothing about.'' — Long*9 Jamaica, vol. i. p. 476* 

f To have been true to his fanciful theory, he should hpve called the negro an ape — 
' Bihce, according to Buffon, apes hav^ no tails^ baboons have short tails, and monkeys 
" hai$e i»i^ tails. What a fortunate thing for the negro that the account, in one of the 
III hnek MsdifSB^ Journals, of a tailed man — homo caudatnt, as he was called — wa^not 
{ puhUshed while Long was writing his history! Had it been, it would have besn. con- 
sidered and quoted as demonstrative proof of the aoundness of the theory, for. in those 
days learned and unlearned sought to prove the negro, because it suited th^ir intecests, 
a tnere brute. Even the philosophic (!) Hume, as he has been called by his friends, 
' ' was not above the meaxmess of depKciatiag what he had never examined. . He says, 

■ sbeeringly, ** In Jamaica, indeed, they talk of one negro as a man of par^and 
ifiarning; but it is likely he is admired for very slender accomplishments^ like a 
parrot who speaks a few words plainly ;*' and a Mr. Estwick, prursning.tiie same>idea, 
observes, ** Although a negro is found in Jamaic& or elsewhere, «ver so sensible and 
acute ; yet if he is incapable of moral sensations, or perpeives them only as beasts do 
simple ideast without the power of combiuation,, in order to use, i» is as. a mark that dis* 
tinguishei him from .the man yrho /eels, and is capable of these moral sensadons, 
irho know tl^^ir explication, and the purposes of them as sufficiently, as he himself is 
distinguished froin the highest species of brutes.'' I have not space to rebut this 
nonsense. All I will say is, that I have known negroes as moral, as conscientious, 
iind'aa<hon«st, as anj- while x^eo in similar situationg. 
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Takin? this far a text, thoush his remarks precede the cplotation^ hie 
says, mat considering the dinerence which climate may occasion, the 
experiment would have been more fairly tried upon a native African (l)^; 
that it was possible the northern air imparted a tone to his organs^ of 
which they would not have been susceptibly in a warm climate, and thdl< 
Montesquieu, &c. &c. If then this be true, it must hold equally good 
of all nations living near the equator, and must equally apply to those 
West Indians who constitute themselves — as was the case with Long — 
judge and jury. Such rash opinions were unworthy of Long ; a man 
of eloquence, sagacity, and erudition. But he was blinded by a fonL 
prejudice, his only reasons for such opinions being after the manner bf 
the old epigram on Fell : — 

Tbe reason why, I cannot tell ; 

Bat this I knovr fall weU, 

/ do not like thee, Doctor Fell. i 

The character of the unfortunate Williams is thus summed up by his 

Eartial biographer : — " In regard to the general character of the man 
e was haughty, opinionated, looked down with sovereign contempt 
upon his fellow blacks, entertained the highest opinions of his own 
knowledge, treated his parents with much disdain, and behaved towards 
his children and his slaves with a severity bordering on cruelty ; he 
was fond of having great deference paid to him, and exacted it in the 
utmost degree from the negroes ; he affected a singularity of dress, and 
particularly grave cast of countenance, to impress an idea of wisdom 
and learning ; and, to second this view, he wore in common a huge 
wig, which made a very venerable figure." 

Admitting that Williams did look down with sovereign contempt 
upon his brethren the blacks, which folly in all human probability he 
did commit, it was but the development of that principle in human 
nature, which is ever desirous of exalting itself at the expense of its 
fellow creatures ; and it is to be detected equally in the white and the 
black ms^n. Was Long unacmiainted with the characters of Scaliger. 
Melancthon, Maupertius, and Luther } Or had he never read of Para- 
celsus, of Parrhasius, or of Thessalus, whose vanity caused him to 
engrave on his tomb near the Appian Way, larpovucfje — " Conqueror 
of Physicians ?" But why go so far back? Were there no vanity- 
stricken scholars in his days ? Bentley had just died — say when Long 
was between eight and nine— end for years after the controversies which 
that pedant had excited were maintained, talked of, and argued, with all 
the zeal and violence of the odium t?ieolqfficum^-n«y, even up to the 
time of our collegiate life, it was common to go over the arguments of 
Boyle and Bentley relative to the epistles of Phalaris, as if they had 
been but of yesterday's growth. Why did Long pass over these persons 

* Here we find this staunch supporter of the cercopithecan origin, if not identity 
of the negro and monkey, unconsciously admitting that negroes have organs^ susceptible 
of acquiring and retaining knowledge^ — which I believe he would scarcely concede to 
his favored eidolon. The ** northern air*' could scarcely create material organs, how 
much Boerer it might invigorate and improve them. It is astonishing bow prejudice 
blinds the eyes and stops the ears of some persons. 8ed nemo tine vitiis natciiuri 
and Xjong was no exception to the general law. 
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wid annck ttie fiiendless,' Che despised, the enslaved negro.'? Learning^ 
mere kaming, such as Johnson and Ben tley possessed, 19 ever the 
fmiitftil ca'use of vanity. Is not the self-sufficiency of the village 
schoolmaister proverbial ? Hk assumes a superiority which he n^iher 
possesses nor is entitled to, — 

** While words of learned length and thund'rbig sonttd 
Amaze the gazing rustics ranged around/' 

R was then the vice of the craft, of the calling to which Williams was 
oompelledto resort to procure the necessaries of life, and not any 
idiosyncrasy peculiar to the African, that led him into the error of sup- 
posing, that because he possessed more acquired information than his 
brethren, that, therefore, he had a right to treat them with contumely. 
Again, if Williams wore a wig, to *' make a venerable figure," do not 
many of our youths and ladies wear wigs to improve their appearance ; 
and were not wigs commonly worn in those days by physicians, to make 
them look learned, grave, and venerable? And here the classical 
reader cannot fail to recollect the anecdote of Caesar, who, desirous of 
concealing his baldness, the effect of a dissipated life, as has been said, 
petition^ the Senatm populusqtie Jioma, to be permitted to wear a 
laurel crown. He, however, did not inform them that it was for the 
purpose of concealing his baldness, but intimated that he desired it as a 
distinguishing insigne or mark of the opinion they entteVtained of the 
great services he had rendered his country. The prayer of the petition ' 
was granted, and we are told that Csesar was more gratified with this 
boon — because it ministered to his vanity — than he had been with all 
the orations, and triumphs, and honors, and dignities, that a gratefiil 
nation had conferred upon him. 

If,, then, we detect in Williams's wig the same weakness which we 
discover in the laurel of Caesar, ought we not to ascribe its assumption 
to the inherent love of approbation, common to all the human race — of 
course, including the negro — ^rather than pronounce that it was indi- 
cative of organic defect in the African people ? 

The charge, however, of treating his parents with disdain, if not 
contumely, and behaving towards his children and servants with se- 
verity, though of a more serious nature, and neither to be palliated nor 
excused, when regarded as an act of the individual, is certainly not 
tenable when it is employed as an argument by which aspersions are 
heaped upon the whole African race. For it is possible to find among 
Europeans, and those even of the most exalted genius, men who, like 
Williams, have committed themselves by their cruelty and contumely 
both to their family and children. Earl Fenrars shot his servant in 
cold blood ; Milton proved himself a " harsh spouse ;" and the much 
admired author of the Sentimental Journey, according to Lord Orford, 
" preferred a dead ass to a living mother;*' Sir John Soane abandoned 
a son to poverty in the midst of riches ; and a Countess of Macclesfield 
forsook, nay persecuted, the child whose advent in the world had 
released her from the embraces of a man she abhorred. In my own 
circle, a gentleman of enormous fortune, recently dying in Paris, left 
upwards of one hundred thousand pounds to charities, and a daughter 
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lii^llv aMi.<4vl4reia^ ^nd ^n embarrassed husband, to starve on fifty 
pounds! a-year ! Do the^e examples— wfaidi could be xMltlpliid^leave 
,tbe unfriended Williams solitary in the calendar c^f social lefifendecsf? 
Would it, be fair to infer from the violence of Ferrars, the harsfaaaBS <if 
Milton, the relentlessness of Soane, the impiety of Sterne^ the uttaA- 
tural conduct of the Lady Macclesfield, or the inexcusable cruelty of 
the gentleman last alluded to, that tlie entire people of the British 
Isles are accustomed *^ to treat their parents with disdain, and behave 
towards their children and servants with a severity bordering oh 
cruelty ?" Shame, then ! and double sham&f rest on the memory of 
that man who» instigated by intei'est and blinded by prejudice, would 
seek to blast the ch^cter of another merely because he differed from 
him in state, station, color, and complexion.* 

Williams defined himself to be '' a white man acting under a black 
skin ;" and attempted to prove logically that a negro was superior to a 
mulatto, or any other proles between the white and the black man, by 
the foUowing syllogism: — ^' A simple white or a simple black com- 
plexion was respectively perfect ; but a mulatto, being a heterogenous 
medley of both, was imperfect; er^o, inferior.'* A proposition bo dog- 
matic neither demands refutation nor requires comment. It is the 
dexterous invention of a desperftte miftd, embittered by neglect, and 
sharpened \fy indignation. In the depreciation o^ rivals, self-love re- 
pays itself for the contumelies it has received, aifd in the disparage- 
ment of competitors seeks either indemnity for the rudeness of 
contention, redress for the insolence of success, or satis&ction for the 
mortification of defeat. A sensitive mind, smarting under unmerited 
obscurity, yet conscious of superiority — endowed by nature, yet shackled 
by circumstance — is too prone to magnify the evils, and diminish the 
advantages, of position. This was unfortunately Williams's case. In 
a contest with the whites he knew he had no chance of success ; among 
slaves he would meet with no one willing to contend. To the whites, 
therefore, he readily conceded that which he arrogated, and was en- 
titled to from the blacks ; but the colored inhabitants were his rivals, 
and consequently he felt and expressed himself as any man under 
isimilar circumstances would have done. Passion, and not reason, 
plumed the thought. 

Of Williams's literary attainmients, means of judging are scarcely in 
our power; all that I know of his works being the ballad already 
alluded to, and a Latin ode to Governor Haldane, illiberally criticised 
by Long. I shall extract the poem f in question ; and, though I am by 
no means inclined to place it in^^the first class of Latin poetry, still it 
.- \" ' ' " ''' ■ ' ■■ t 

* Long, however, stands not alone in this instance. He ihaxes the guilt of pr^u- 
dice with half the talents of bis time. Even Edwards is accused of falsifying or 
mutikting the text of Mungp Park to gratify the weakness, or minister to the in- 
terests, of the planters. 

t Intergerrimo ot, Fortissimo 

Viro 

Georgio H4LDAN0, Ari^igero^ 

Insalee Jamaicensls Gubernatori ; 

Cui, omnes morom, virtutumque dotes betlldarum, > 
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iyni^tiiifenQr:to many of that desuription of c611eg^' ekeireii^ wbkh 
%8t%9g!Uish..the academic productions of the' 'period iil' which 4jfc 
^flouasUed, * whea the Corydons and Galateas, Juitos and Jiipiteds, 
-Yenttsesand Marses, with all the machinery of & faAciftil mpmlogfy 

'- ^ -• ^ • •■ ^ : ^ ; ■ > Li- 

' ' '' In cnmulnm accessenrnt, 

" ' Carmen. 

.' ' " Deniqne Tentuium fatis yohrentibns annum 

[ ' ' ^ Guncta per dbLteninm Iseta videnda diem, 

' ' ' •* Sxcussig adsnnt cnris, sub imagine clar& 

, FeUces popnii, terraqne lege virens. 

Te duce guse fuecnnt malesuadft mente peracta 
^ , r ^ Irrita, conspectu non reditnra tuo. 

i ■* « .M> * Ei^ ©mnia popnhis, nec aon plebecula cemet 
^" '*•' ^ ' • ' Heasumm eMlo te relegasae* jugum, 

' Et mala, quae diris quondam cniciatibus, insona 
i' ' • ' Insula passa fait ; condoluisset onus 

» , < Ni victrix tua Marte manus prius indyta, nestris 

Sponte ruinosis rebus adeaae velit. 
Optimus es servus regi serviie Britanno, 
Dum guadet genio Scotica terra tuo : 
Optimus her6am populi fuldre ruinam ; 

Insula dum superest ipse superstes eris. 
Victorem agnoscet te Guadaloupa, suorum 
|,) ^ Despiciet merito diruta castra ducum. 

t. ^ . Aarea TeziUis flebit jactantibus Iris^f 

.' Cumque sais populis, oppida victa gemet.' ' 

Crede, meum non est, vir Marte chare I Minerva 
' ' Dfin^gat ^thiopi bella sonare ducum. 

Concilio, caneret te Buchananus et armis, 

Carmine Peleidae scriberet ille parem. 
Ille poeta, decus patris, tua facta referre 
' Dignior, altisono fixque Marone miaor. 

Flammiferos agitante saos sub sole jugales ' ^ 

'V^Yimus; eJoquium deficit omne focis. 
> < Hoc demum accipias, mult4 faligine fasam« 

Ore sonaturo ; non cute, corde valet. 
(. ^.. . Pollenti^tabilita manu (Deus almus eandem 

Omnigenis animam, mlprohibentededit), * 

Ipsa colons egens virtus, prudentia ; honesto 
" ' Nullua inast animo, nuUus in arte color. 

' > K Cor timeas, quamvis, dpbitesve, negerrima celsam 

Csesaris occidui, scandere Musa domum ? 
Vade salutatum, nee Ht tiH eausa pudorit, 

Candida quod nigrd corpora peUe geris I • 
Integritaa momm maurum magis omat, et ardor 

Ingenii, et docto dulds in ore decor ; 
Hunc, mai;^ cor sapiens, patris virtutis amorque, 

Eximit e sociis, coospicaumque facit. [ ' 

' ' Insula me genuit, celebres aluere Britanni, 

Insula, te salvo non dolitura patre f « 
Hoc precor ; O nullo videant te fine, regentem 
Florentes populos, terra, Deique locos I 

FaANCis Williams. 
I offer no criticism upon this poem, whieh Long has endeavored, but I think un- 
succeEsfalljr, to prove, if not a plagiary', an abortive attempt at Latin versification. 

* Pro reUvasu. t The fleur-de-luoe ; the arms of France. 
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whiek ifc is ^vtritten, must he attributed to edticfetioti, ajad ''tn-o!ba|blV iitf ^ 
early .pewritbdf <Ae Twrfc^ of Q^yden, ' at' that time if^tf 'riofpllla!^, ^jA^ 
whose dedications of which to his patronff weri^ couched irt ^c^ Ikin-^ 
gtiage as^ pntB huraaa '-nature to the W^sh;'edua!Hng, {f.lJieT'd6''nbt 
8ur^a$B^ lit oatachr^tic epithet and monstrous hyperbole, iSie mjtiety cit^ 
Horace dnd /the adulation of Virgil. . "•^' '^'/'J 

•The next Afncan, or rather descendant of an Afriean, ^h 'WSojse*' 
hisitory I am acquainted, is Ignatms Sancho^ who was' bom bir board a ^ 
skve ship, on its passage to Carthagena, wh^re h* was libpitised^^rtfiy'^ 
name of Ignatius. His parents ajipear to have died befoi*e'he aitai'nieti^ 
the age of boyhood, and being conveyed to England, "^r^^e^enteSx^^^ 
his master to two sisters at Greenwich, wlio sumamed mih'9^^<5iii^' * 
While there he attracted the attention of the Duk^ of Motitague;' W^bf(^s6^^^ 
Duchess subsequently took him into her service, and jgav6 fiitci tlie'^ 
appointment of butler. He continued in the service of her <^i6e tijr 
his infirmities compelled him to retire, when, by her aid, arid the little he''? 
had saved, he was enabled to open a grocer's shop. Here at his'lfeiyuri ' 
hours, he indidged his taste for music, literature, and painting, arid at '.^ 
the same time, wrote some pieces of poetry, and a dissertatioii bii fli^ '^ 
theory of music. He died in 1780, subsequent to which Jdtyll ^i6ik 
his biography, not distinguished, however, by remarkable' depth.' dr^^*^ 
storied erudition ; and his letters, some of which were printed in ihe! *' 
prose volume of the Elegant Extracts^ once a vety popular iook- ^^' 
seller's work, were published for the benefit of his famUy. . ■ i .■ i r >?b 
Mr. Thomas Fisher furnished Mr. Montgomery MartiU, as the Irftjcr^^^^ 
tells us, in his ** History of the British Colonies," with the foltoMl^^""^ 
very brief notice of Africans, or negroes, who have distinguished' Ihdrii- ^^ 
selves in the walks of literature, theology, politics, or poetry. 'pBp&k 
of these, however, were not Africans, but half-castes, atid eonseq^eii'tlj^ .. 
may be objected to, as examples of the development of ne^itrteilecP,''' 
by the Long and Monboddo school. Be it so. 2Va!A^»2/d?'^te7!^^ii^'" '^^ 
voluptas. I do not envy their feelings. The following, he STdys^^kte'^j ^' 
few examples of African negroes who have been mathemiiticiaLGs, j^hy- . 
siciansj divines, philosophers, linguists, poets, generals, and merchattts^' ! 
all eminent in tiseir attainments, energetic in enterprise, and hoifoi'dtHe *\ 

; — ' — , ,,"j ! > ^j^.tBfr 

This conduct W9S IlDj^8tifial)1e in every waj; but he maybe foigirdny? sui^l^b'^e^^'''* 
left behind him, in a translation of this ode, a most lame and impotoKt^atlempt^at '\o 
English Terse, proving that it is easier to play the critic than to be ^e;^et« ,ftiw«^ifqy:9 
the translation of thi lines beginning " Cur iimeas,*' 8fc. 

Oh ! muse of blackest tmt, why shrinks thy breast ? 
Why/eflr»*t'App«oaahtheC«BsajroftbeiwB«t? : ^ ^ ^''^* «;< 
Dispel thy doubts, with confidence asc^id , . ; .1 i ^ > « ^.^ . \> 

' The regal dome, and hail him for thy friend : ^ 

- Nor blush, aitfao* in garb funereal drest, 
., . Thyjbody'swhitet.tho*ciadin»ableve9t^Q^S^..i / - • 'u • »»l< * 

• ... . ..- . . • ■ I •. ' • '• ••""'" ' '^'^ •■* 

• lathis English? Muse; why ftvn pmt or thorn, &c., sounds ratiurr add}.»hw<II'hfc»"'v4rBa(l»'* * 
eriticism. 
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in chaucter. Ha,nnibal*,9i Cokmd inlheBMsiartifatittery^Ma^Z^M^/; 

of the Isle of France (the latter of whom waaxiained.a correipondhig 
member of the French Academy of Sciences, on aocoant of his met€ier- 
oIo|^ic4 observations), prove ttie capacity of the negroea for the matAe- 
matical and physical sciences. ' ' 

Fuller^ of Maryland, was an extraordinary instance of quicknees of 
reckoning. Being asked in a company, for the purpose of trying his 
powers, how many seconds a person had lived who was seventy years 
and some months old, he gave the answer in a minute and a half. On 
reckoning it up bSKat him, a different result was obtain#d. '^ Have you 
not forgotten the leap year ?'' asked the negro. The omission was ' 
supplied, and the number then agreed with his answer. 

Jac, Eliza John Capitem, who was bou^t by a slaye*dealer when 
eight years old, studied theology at Leyden^end publilhed several ser- 
mons and poems. His Dissertatio deServUuteLtberUMChristiance ncn 
contrarioL — that is, Treatise of a Servitude (or bondage) not contrary 
to Christian Liberty^ went through four editions very quickly. He was 
brdained in Amsterdam, and went to Elmina, on the Gold Coast, where 
it is believed he was murdered, or consented to return to the practices 
and opinions of his countrymen. In 1 734 A, W, Amo^ an African from 
the coast of Guinea, took the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, at the 
Uuiversity of Wirtemberg. Friedig, in Vienna, an African negro, was 
an excellent performer both on the violin and violoncello ; he was also 
a capital draughtsman, and had made a very successful painting ctf him- 
self. Gttstavus Vasa, of the kingdom of Benin, distinguished himself 
as a literary character in this country (England). Thussaint UOuver- 
tnre, the negro general, and Christopher the negro emperoif of Haiti, 
and his admiral, acquitted themselves with sufficient energy in away to 
achieve the liberties of their country, which is still governed by negroes 
of African descent. So far Mr. Fisher. 

I shall now quote a passage from a letter addressed to me by Dr. 
Paul, of Jamaica, containing an account of Mr. Casseres, a black 
musician, who is well known in Kingston, and whose acquirements as 
a linguist are of a very high order. Dr. Paul says : — . 

" Casseres is master of every musical instrument. His ear is so fine 
thatj while leading a band, he will call out to the identical performer 
wh6 plays a wrong note. He speaks, I think, five dilflSsrent languages^ 
and all this without any collegiate or uncommon education. He is a 
native of Cura9oa. I have seen him at a concert play on the piano, 
flutp, violin, and guitar, and all as first,'' Dr. Paul is himself a musician 
of a- very superior order, and consequently his opinion, thus strongly 
expressed, is valuable. Fortunately, or unfortunately, though 

" Nature gave me two ears, she gave me no ear," 

80 that I cannot express any opinion of the musical talents of Mr. 
Casseres: I have, however, listened very frequently with great plea- 

* Hannibal was a colored man. It is, perhaps, bot fair to state here, thsf Mr. 
Fisher is indebted to Lawrence for this eatalogne. It would have been but prudence , 
toha¥«««kiiQwledged theloan. • • ' 
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itilixemi^.^idc4eiUi9i^-9il b^ tijne t9> the inakuc^ipji of^Tu^if^ 



£>rlS^»ii4{MiIal9P,.wbAn I. Waft i^ Kington,, |i black clergjrmaiu %itpf9 
Mne jof Kmioky^v^bcMie abiUties as a proaob^, I .wfiift ^ftftf^^,^); JP^, 
Rml a?id'iGKlber9iwhp bad b^ard hioa, weie vei^ respectable. , ,Z;j:^meq:}r 
bsr.'tiM AY^^ bmnUe^ ^individual in Lucea (Jaxnaica)^ by t^ ^lame^pf 
ffiUiitvlwbp diiBtixigQid)«d bimself aa a lausicifUEu . He b^d.b^^a ^i^afifQj 
faul ibis oiwnisr, a coloired woman, perceiving tbe assiduitiy. witb ^M^bic^ 
bfi«pt)lMBd.himf«lf to learnings and tbe ease with wbicbj witbqut.fo^ 
assistance, be acquired reading, writing, and arithmetic, togeijb^y^.wif}^ 
\b» vioUn, manumi;;^ bim, mi wben I was last in t^;, pari <4 ^be 
odBtatrj^ be waa tbe sdaster of- tbe band to tbe coiilitia, ...,:. , >; 
f £4ilelT a Revtrend Mr. Duggan, from Jamaica, has. been preacbing.^^ 
A chapel near Finsbuiy-square, but never baving bad an oppprtunity^of 
bearing bim, or of conversing witb anv one wbo bad, I cannpt offei: 
j^y ppinion on bis talents. The very feet, however, of bis ocdii^jfing 
9QV respectable a station, even supposing his abilities to be^elpw.^g 
lislial standard of divines, is presuniptiv*^ evidence that tbe A&ieacviA 
^;iq»able of being instructed, not only in the inferior arts and scieftceiti 
but in tbe more recondite and arduous questions of theology. : <' • tl 
I In EdwarcU's Cork Remembrancer^ for 1772, there is au account 
p£a negro named Firmein de Costa, which seems to me worthy of b^i^g 
r^peat^ here. He appears to have been a slave to one Ema^w^ 
€ibml, a person who was arrested in 1765 for kilbng a soldier. '>!)• 
Costa, who had fled to the woods on tbe arrest of his master to avoid 
being included in tbe charge, when the news reached bini tbat bi$ 
)vas about to be hanged, returned to the town, apd vokntatjly 
aonrendered bim9elf to the authorities, declaring that be\aIo;]i,^ y(94 
guilty of tbe assassination, and that his master was innocents i:)A«| 
toidin^y, after a very lengthened examination, Cabral wiasv declaraa 
pot gmlty, and De Costa was hanged for the murder. This iieU^ 
Ipiough not indicative of talent or intellect, must be cohsidei'eS^ am 
^hiwA among tbe deeds of exalted natures. Tbe inurdf|r,Jt^]S|Prp,r 
bable, was committed in a moment of anger, possibly in la, ^jwuUa 
tqmbbk, mkl perhaps might have been palliated, if not dblSmdfed. 
But the voluntaiy surrender of bis person into the bands of the^^law 
itnust bave been die deliberate act of a noble and heroic spidt'-T^COii^ 
^QUS of crime, subdued by repentance, and desirous of msuUpg everv 
fepwation in its power at tbe seat of offended justice, As.,8ucjti4 
imist view it as one of tbe noblest exan:iples, ia tbe bistoiiy of m^ii^iml^ 
bf the triumph of virtue over vice — of goodness oyerevib /'HaMk4bis 
man lived in the earlier period of Roman history, an 4pplaudifng |)e6{>te 
Vould have erected a votive altar to bis memory. But as things ari^ 
jtbe present age can only admire, while it records this noble actoop ot^ 
demi-savage.* In the same work, mention is also uMide of *'*' an^oi^i*^ 

^f-i-J : ■ ^ » ■. !• . ' .i . ^t .^ ^ ' ^t - 

i . • P- •' '■• 

. * ]C?eD while reviaing this paper for the press, anotEei: instance, ql .(hj^hfurou^ 
aa|d hnmanity of a slave hat oome under xd^ notice. I ^i^ote.froin, thf Jtit^fim 
Tmat of Deo. 30tb, 1843. The Editor sa^s— 'r.We have muol^ plf^^u£^u;ijrem^* 



$eV6Wb^avior attmcted th^ notibe of tlie* Wholb'^i^di«||ragftillfi|lii^ 
that he was shortly after to be ordained a. priest." It is to be regvettucl 
fS^t .^^'Bem^imncer had not been a litt1d"tti'ore<«iiplieit«to'ithe 
vAinU and xi^stination of this devout negro, bee^nide a hitted tk^t^m 
BB}1iiiies Sinsatis&ctory, is seldom conclunve, and to<» frsqiienUy, k^U 
fed' case at present, beings uncorroborated, carries nO wmblwitli'id 
bift ^drfly so feras it is supported by analogy with those whiohprsdedjl 
it. H viewed in this light, it will tend to support the docftrine I'luri 
<infdeavdrihg to establish, and, consequently, may becon8i4«r«l**'©nd 
^Vmore.*' 

^ 'i rafust now intrbduce to my reader no less a personage tkan a poetesn, 
in the person of a young African giri, named Phillis Wheaifley. * Siie 
#ka a slave to Mr. John Wheatley, of Boston, New England, ^bse 

mg the following act of magQanimity, in a slave of the Island of Gaadaloupe, darm| 
t}ie dreadful earthquake andcODflagration of the 8th of February, 1843. It may afibra 
k bsefixl example to others who have even all the advantages of f^reedom, of' lAil 
MWird Wkich is ever sure to attend a noble act, however humble or even degn^ted 
tbe tffaataeter of the party may be. We quote from the QazHie QfieMe of th«t 
Island: — 

■ ''/,B)( & co^o^ial ordinance of the Governor of Guadaloupe, of the 17th July, a 
slave, , qf the name of Felix, has been emancipated as a reward for his generous 
conduct on the awful day of the 8th of February, 1843. 2,000 franca have beeti 
voted kit that purpose by the Colonial Council, 1,500 francs being paid to Beli3t^t 
ttUster,<aiid &00 francs to Felix himself as a gift. This is the story, aa contained Idi 
J8ie. repott'totheConncil:— *On the 8th of February, 1843, two brothers werf 
iQffreretk with the- rains around them ; one of them fortunately succeeded in extricatiof 
l^oqself omhurt ; but the other was wounded and dying, and his more fortunate brother 
was for 'tome trying with his precious load to find his way out ; but the obstacles 
Werie %«Mirmountable $ his strength was exhausted, and the flanves were rapiiy ap^ 
i^Machm^; 'Atthat distressing hour he finds Felix by his side. 'My friend,' he 
li9B«''.tfIyoii^ave a kind heart, help me to save my brother, and I will gMp» y^n • 
4fa|^0n»'': ^''(T^-day i9^Amg/er money — aUfor the love qf God^* replied the noble 
fii)4> gK^erpits «lave, and collecting all his strength and energy, he surmounts all 



bbstacies^ add arrives on the wharf, where he lays the dying man in a boat/ It is 
aiidtt],^'that it WHS wltli the utmost difficulty that Felix had been dfaeoVeMIv s^ 
iM^Mii'md^lie seem to conceal bis noble conduct' " ..>.":' 

J>'llaniiKit>AAirfi[, in a fetter to her sister, in 1762, relates the following. 4ot^f«i$taif 
«9^fd^je-M* X!hQ«(Mther morning the Captain of one of Commodore Johnson's I>atdi 
p^ii^e^ .breakfasted at Sir Charles Middleton's, and related the following little 
anecdote':— ^ One day he went out of his own ship to dine on board of anotherj 
^iFe 'h» was there a storm arose, which in a short time made an entire wreck of bn 
ovi^ 8hip,^to whi^ it was impossible for him to return. He liad left on board |ir^ 
ifede/boysv cinte tuat «Bd the other five years old, under the care of a poor old blaok 
sdMn^l jThei people strc^gl^ to get out of the ship iulio a large boat, and the poor 
]}Is£k.t9ol^hla master's two children^ tied them io a bag^ and plotting in a little pot 
ofjsweetmeats for t^em, slung them across hisshoulder, and put them into a boat. 
The boat by this time was quite fall ; t'he black was stepping into it himself, but was 
to|d by the 'salloiv that there ^eras no room for him ; and that either be or the chil(fa«n 
xAkgi'p4risli,-^r49M'welg4kt of both must stfifttho boat. The exalted iserak) ncgib 
did not he8itat&.a^ moment, ''. Yfiry. veIl»"..8iHd. he, /' give pu duty to maste r, and 
tell him I Ji)eg pardon for all my faults,'' and then—guess the rest — plunged into the 
bbttbnl never to ^se a^n jtill tke Sea ihail g?fe up her dead. I told it the other Aay 
tor Lord Monbo^^o; who fairly "btirst-iiito- tears. TIk; girateSt Hdyni H^I«tfd 
wfcbtsh*tirtok6'afi't[Jlegy6f rt,Wit^te*abovepo^^^^ ^ : iJ-^^t, 
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JvuhlfttMr, at \ta8"tt(}ual in America endJaiaaicR when a ^wre.uras /bap^ 
tl«^, she assumed on ibeing received into the Protestant chiirdi.ir' hi 
1778 she published a volume of poems, which are now very scarcer 
By>acddent I possess a copy,* which is in very good preservation* 
The frontispiece is a portrait of Phillis^ dressed after the £Ekshion of our 
grandmothers. The sleeves of the gown reach only to the Blt)a^< 
wh6!% they have either ruffles or lace. She has a cap of the otthuioat 
grand>dam style upon her head, and round her neck a narrow 4-ii)b0!l 
tsed'behmd. She wears a kerchief, and an apron. She is represenlwd 
sitting in an old-fashioned chair, at an old-fashioned oblong table^ ima 
thoughtfhl attitude, looking up to heaven, her chin resting on heriloft 
hand, and her elbow on the table. In her right hand she holds a ^en^ 
with which she*ha8 been writing on a sheet of paper; beside her is a 
..small volume, and a leaden inkstand of the form and make of those 
conmion in schools. Her features, with the exception of her lips, 
are not so remarkably African as the generality of negroes, not- 
withstanding that they are in profile. The forehead is high, the eyes 
expressive, the nose like the Memnons' ; and altogether the portrait, 
after a little examination, is rather pleasing. The volume is dedicated 
to the Countess of Huntingdon, so well known from her connexion 
with the celebrated George Whitefield. The following letter, detailing 
the history of Phillis, was sent by Mr. Wheatley to the publisher : — 

" Phi]li8 W88 brought from Africa to America in the year 1761, between seven and 
eight years of age. Without any assistance from school education, and by only what 
she was taught in the family, she, in sixteen months' time from her arrival, attained 
the English language, to which she was an utter stranger before, to such a degree as 
to read any, the most difficult, parts of the Sacred Writings, to the great astonishmeat 
of all who heard her. As to her writing, her own curiosity led her to it, and this she 
learned in so short a time, that in the year 1765 she wrote a letter to the Rev. Mr. 
Occam, the Indian minister, while he was in England. She has a great inclination 
to learn the Latin tongue, and has made some progress in it. — ^This relation is given 
by her master who bought her, and with whom she now lives. 

" Boston, Nov. 14th, 1772. *' John Wbbatlky." 

This account is attested by his Excellency Thomas Hutchinson, the 
governor of Boston; the Hon. Andrew Oliver, lieutenant-governor; 
sixteen gentlemen chiefly in official situations, and seven clergymen. 
I quote the following stanzas as a specimen of the style of this talented 
ana unfortunate black girl : — 

ON BSmo BROUGHT FROM AFRICA TO AMERICA. 

'Twas mercy brought me from ray pagan land— 
Tausht my benighted soul to understand 
That there's a God — that there's a Saviour too : 
Once I redemption neither sought nor knew. 
Some View our sable race with scornftil eye, 
** Their color is a diabolic dye." 
Remember Christians ! negroes ^ black as Catn, 
May be refined, and join th' angelic train. 

Her Hnes on the death of Whitefield, who, it is very possible, she 

- * Poeau on various ,Subject8, Religious and Moral By Phillis Wheatley, negro 
servant to Mr. John Wbefitley« of Boston, in New England. London : ~A. Bell, 
1773. Small 8vo. " . :. . ' . - ; "' 
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kfmt^r^midnooriiversed.widi^ are above ii^a^ /txught h^ve.. betw.exp^^^ 
fHom 'a young gkrl reclaimed from savage life but « ,few. st^urt y,e^p 
before. They breathe a kmdly pious spirit ; and if tb^ ^pprqacl^ nqt 
the tender softness and melancholy sweetness of. Miss Lai^dpn, 0|r 
f emiiid us not of the beautiful imagery and lonely thougbjts .of th^t 
ddjghtful charmer, Felicia Hemans, they nevertheless recaU to a^^od 
sottaet of those exquisite, because heartfelt, effusions of Haniiah Mor^ 
fintl shall offer no further criticism; let the reader judge for hiqi^frr 
bal lethim not forget the age, the country, the station oi' the p«^r 
arenturis when she penned those lines — ^possibly in bitter agony of soul, 
iind aimdst burning thoughts of distant friends, remembered glade% 
and) unforgotteli scenes : — 

^ ' ON THE DEATH OP THE REV. MB. OBORGE WHITEFIELiy, m^. 

Hail, happy saint ! on thine immortal throne. 

Possessed of glory, life, and bliss unknown ; 

We hear no more the music of thy tongue, 

Thy wonted auditories cease to throng. / 

* Thy sermons in unequaU'd accents flow'd, 

And every bosom with devotion glow'd ; 
, ^ . Thou didst, in strains of eloquence refined, 

Inflame the heart, and captivate the mind. 

Unhappy me the setting sun deplore, 

So glorious once, but, ah ! it shines no more. 
Behold the prophet in his towering flight ! 
He leaves the earth for heaven's unmeasured height, 
And worlds unknown receive him from our siglit. 

There TrAi7e/?eW wings with rapid course his way. 

And sails to Zion through vast seas of day ; 

Thy prayers, great saint ! and thine incessant cries 

Have pierc'd the bosom of thy native skies. 

Thou, moon, hast seen, and all the stars of light, ^ 

How he has wrestled with his God at night. 

He pray'd that grace in every heart might dwell ; 

He long'd to see America excel ; ^ 

>' ' . • He charged its youth that every grace divine 

^ Should with fuU lustre in their conduct shine ; 

That Saviour which his soul did first receive — 
.' ' ■ The greatest gift that even God can give — 

"'' '" ' ' He fi^ly offer 'd to the numerous thi^cmg 

That on his lips with listening pleasure hung* 

*' Take him ye wretched, for your only good, 
** Take him, ye starving sinners, for your food ; 
** Ye thirsty, come to this life-giving stream, 
•* Yc preachers, take him for your joyfol theme ; 
** Take huUf my dear Americans,'' he said, 
** Be youir complaints on his kind bosom laid *t 
** Take him, ye Africans, he longs for you, 
** Impartial Saviour ^ is his title due ; 
" Wash'd in the fountain pf redeeming blood, 
'* You shaU be sons, and kings, and priests to God.^' 

Great Countess .'* we Americans revere 
. Xliy name, and mingle in thy grief sincere ; 

, ,, , ' ' ■ - -■ .- ■..■>■•■ 

* The Countess of Huntingdon, to whom Mf. Whi^^ficM was chaplain. ... 
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y! t'> -. .lAnf>BtagtltoddM|^y^^lUU,lte'M|i(iiuil >mu^B svuixii 

I . '< '. t . lli^ir.v^ratlMmfsliierfriU^iiQiiivinfeitiirti*.^ t rf, rmnmoqqo 

,^ Btt^ thpD^li MTeste4 by Uielian4 oC4«9tk,r ■ y « :<< I .i^bio 

' Whit^eld no more exerts hia laboring bretttia . . . ■ . • ; [^ •«} i • r h n J 

Yet let ns view him in th* eternal skies. \ ihithi 

' ' > - Let cv'ry heart to this bright vision rise; ' ' "' * •'•' "^ 

<f > - Wlrfk tiie tomb safe rrtiikis its 88or«d trttrtv " ' k r>de. 

TUl life lihiM n^aiiuiiiiftM hu dttt. . > . . )i^m] 

It may be said that there is lack of imagination and dencieqjc^ ^^ 
spirit in these lines; bnt surelj their tenderness and piety will J^om-^ 
pensate for the absence of the more glowiofi; images of poeoy. XpffJ 
expression of grief is simple and natmral. In the elegy* more (^annpj^ 
be said than that we bewail the death of a friend — that we mourn ' fti^ 
decease — ^that we forget his foibles — and remember only his yir^s. 
This is soon told, and when we have told it, all perhaps is m^ 
that can be said on the trite subject of death. This is all t'hilli^ 
Wheatley intended to do, and no one can complain that she had ;Q^t 
attempted more. To have interwoven any biographical sketch,, ijOi' 
any anecdotal episode, in the simple elegy, would have been to. 6'ei^Mj 
upon the province of the biographer, in assuming the soeptre . pf mf, 
poet. Whitefield was too well known to have required }xxox^ (^tj^ 
wretched slave than the tribute of tears and the offermc of songj W 
some hues, however, addressed to Lord Dartmouth, his Majesty^ thep, 
Principal Secretary for North America, the poetess discovers more.J&f)^ 
and betrays considerable feeling. The following lines are ve;y,(exppppfpf 
sive of her unhappy lot:— / . » .: 

" Should you, my lord, while you peruse my song, 

Wonder from whence my love of Jreedom sprung, "' ' "*^^ 

Whence flow these wishes for the eommoii good, . u i-j j 

By feeling hearts alone best understood* ) I't^i: 

I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate, ' h i.\ )^o 
Was snatchM from Afric's fancied happy seat J , , 
What pangs excruciating must molest. 
What sorrows labor in my parent's breast ! 

Steerd was that soul, and by no mis'ry radv'd) " * '^'i^J* 

That Irom a fether seiz'd bis babe belov'd ! . < uJ nidbJ 

Such, such my case. And can I then but pray . ^^l ^no yiifi 

Othersniay never feel tyrannic sway?'' \ ,i jri'iofi 

Of the fate or subsequent history of Phillis, I recret it is not iiif fiiy 
poWerto afford any information ; but it is possible to conceive tn«^t 
among the papers and periodicals of the day, access to which, in corii^ 
sefapence of my absence from town, are denied me, something re J 
lating to this gifted girl might be found. This task I confide t^' 
those who have more leisure, and with the desire possess the op^or-^ 
tuni^ of inquiry. It is sufficient for the end I have in view, to h^vjeT 
callea attention to this poetess, I c6me now to that part of the 
subject which embraces a review df the condition, moral and pplilicfiL 
of the Africans in community ; for though in the European sense of 
the words ** politics" and •* morals,*' the Africans may be said neither to 
possess the* one Bor the other, yet the philanthrdpist thirf& fe c5 
perceive, even in their crude form^ of government, and in 'ftieir' 
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mitive system ofi,«thiiQflM4rvidetft .indiGitefiA'Of iiiigfatti requiring only 
opportunity and cidtMraitioiir topvoduee <finiit of a^ higher and superior 
order. For myowKpnrt, I h^^e «6me to thi^ conclusion from no 
trifling data, or feeUe train of reasoning, but from le^gthened|oppor* 
tunities of observation, reflection, and dedi;iction« Nor have these 
sheets been sent into the world upoa the spur of the/occasion, to sup- 
port a startling theory » or- eataUii^ a favorite faypoth^is ; for much of 
what has preceded was written six or seven years ago, at the request of 
nty lameiltda friend, Dr. Bancroft, as I have previously relatea, and 
pttt^ished in the Jamaica Physical Journal, \mt in a very undigested 
ferai. Notwidistanding which, however, the late Dr. Ryan reprinted 
it^tohis own journal three months after it had appeared in the Jamaica 
periodic^. Having premised these remarks, I return to my subject. 
;* Mr. Lawrence, ore rotundo ex cathedra, too hastily condemned the 
rttfre race of men " with flattened and depressed crania" to ever- 
ferttiijg .degradation, esnecially as he admits " the want of necessary 
ifafeniiation." It is to be hoped, therefore, that this paper will in part 
^pply that deficiency, and that physiolo^sts in future will not con- 
naer^'tht5 black man — whether as the original type, or the vitiated 
cfenyktive of the white man — as totally precluded by physical and 
&,gkntb laws from being a laborer in the field, and partaking of the 
i^ewariis and . fruits of the literary and scientific world. A happier 
pirbiipect than hitherto has been opened to him in the West Indies, 
wfier^-^his faculties have an opportunity of developing themselves 
nirtfc^ckfed "by bondage, and unrestricted by partial and prescriptive 
policy. Till this ^reat experiment has had a fiiU and fair trial, it 
would be presumption to decide in the negative or affirmative. The 
negroes are scarcely sa far advanced in civilisation as our Saxon an- 
cestors ; yet they are superior to them in the knowledge and applica- 
tion of many sciences, especially arithmetic, which they, the Saxons, 
declared *' too difficult for the mind of man;" and in the art of 
printing, and in numerous handicrafts, which were not known even 
to the enlightened nations of Europe some two or three hundred years 
ago, they are by no means inferior to the English aitizan ; nay, in 
<»binet manufacture, it is my firm opinion they decidedly excel, as 
any cme may see .who has an opportunity of examining the magni- 
ficent furniture manufactured in Kingston, at present constituting a 
considerable item of escort. ... 

- +6ere are two circumstances connected with the ethnological ^umJ, 
plii^sical history of the he^o, which I think have not been sufljcient^ 
insisted tijf on, and which it seems to me would explain some of th^ 
di^brrpancie^ so common in the negro character. I allude .to tbe^form 
die head, and the expression of the features.* Blumenbach, how-^ 



eve4yoiil<j^not avoW noticing them> nor could Lawrence, but neither 
of th^m have made that use of these tacts in their works, of which I am 
coriyjpceSf they are susceptible. Among, no class of persons m^, 
1)^1)11111^ '^pe country — if I except sea-port towns abroad, and in the 

o^ i. ^."k.. . ' ■ : — ^ 

* Vj4e J^tkamyotolmU i or, a JHueetioii of ike SigniJifMUive Mwehi i^.ih^ 
Aie^ivmiifikt^Mjtnd. By Jc^ui Bulwer^ M.t). .12mo.. 1649. 
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^e head And the omtlitie'of ^e features, M ^nmoog 'tber C(dl)i^dftfi(| 

black population of Jamaica. It must strite en^h "the >diapstiTc<^Mi$M 

observer, yet neither Bryam Edwaids nor Lohg^made^nfoHseiio^'Qiis 

lienmrkable fact, which I 'sni^oee was in some fiieaiANre/owiAg^vt^^tKe 

^eral ignorance of sound prinoiples of physiology >Meh'1tti^^ttl^t 

time* preirailed in Englfetnd. Had this been properly 4&fceii itSflfiVidL 

oonmt, much of that discrepancy which exists in anthdrs "who-'lil^P^ 

wntten on the African character would hare been explainedi'^ Biotn^ 

bach could not help writing (nor does LAwrence S&tty the <fa^)4l^ 

^* of the'negroes of both sexes whom I have attentively e!ieaiilined,»wv<^ 

considerable number, as well as in the protraits and profiles of ^0Cbeil$| 

dnd in the numerous negro crania which I possess or have* s^enj^i^ie 

are not two resembling each xjther in their formation. iTbeypasft^]^ 

insensible degrees into the form of other races, and appvdaehi^W mk 

other Tarieties even in their most pleasing modiftoationsi''> Chf^fNI^ 

ton says, ** the natives of Tegerhy are quite black, but hayei^nbtfeil^ 

negro face ; the men are slim, very plain, with high «hedk^0lid#;^iiH« 

negro nose, large mouth, teeth much stained by^e qiNifltrty'^f^.tQi^ 

bacco and trona (muriate of soda) which they eat. Tne'^ounii^gt^ 

are most of them pretty, but less so than those of Gatrone.''^-"P^%t»i>«< 

The negresses of Soudan have more regular features than tilid«e^^M' 

Begharmi and Kanem, " and an expression of countenance pariicttlttMf 

pleasing."— (P. 18, Major Denham* 8 Introductory Ohaptet.)' ']^i^^^ 

he says of the Ranemboos and the people of the town of Bm«, ^**f¥ 

never saw handsomer or better-formed people." — (P. 90.) 'The tema^i^ 

repeated of the women of Kouka.— (P. 92.) Of the people of ^MlffideM 

we read the following : — " The women are proverbial for Ih^irgdd^ 

looks — I cannot say beauty; I must, however, allow them dl't^ttf 

acknowledged celebrity of form. They are singularly gifted witU^tlM^ 

Hottentot protuberance ; their hands and feet are delfghtftiUy'^Sftlall^ 

and/as these are esteemed qualifications in the eyes o£<d- Tdrk^t^Mftft^ 

dara slaves will always obtain an advanced price. ^'-^-(P;' ^^^\)f^ JBMA' 

author subsequently says of three of these women, "They>*iW3l« «ll)fi^ 

most pleasing and perfectly formed I had ever seen«" Lofigv^4q)e«kibg 

of an African rebel, a leader of the CcMromantin inmifgentB,>^'tiaifl%(l^ 

Tacky, who was shot by Lieut. Davy, of the M^xofym^'^fikfe^'t^^!^ 

was a young man of good stature, and well mad0;'bifr oOiinien«n^0lrt 

handsome, but rather of an effeminate than manly ©ait.*''-i(^olr5iJJ 

p. 457, note Y.) During the ^insurrection in Jamkioia.in' ^'(^^r^ 

1831-32, I could not avoid remarking that many of tboeewlftf^jre 

taken in arms, and subsequently executed^ were as fine,* or tath^^lP 

finer, class of men than would have been met with in 'Ewglind Wfitftif- 

sibiilar circumstances. *• . . • i /. « J d'A&v 

• I had formerly in my possession fiveportraits Of ilhese^ifeb^^^bJlflfe^' 

adnitrably executed by Mr. Biggs, of Jamaica; they ive«}i'taKe*in<*efii 

they wem on their trials. 1 unfortunately lent'the^' poto-aiisUc^wt^ 

gentleman interested in the questton of negro Iwtelfedl, •iVth'&>qdttiA> 

shjdrtly after without returning them to me, ^inc*^' which 'fei^te*iffctt9eP 

been utiable to obtain them. Bat, ds I ftot'ed^ i;t'thti'(ifttit 'fhb }^ba^^ 



l&Rftbled(tb)giiif)ia 4eiv9iptij»i ofrlbeul pbysk>g9omi^> wbiqb wilUn pMi 

8ii4Tbei«i^ams9tii9Cfi-^d{>tfti>as kdfigm M'Ciiih J,aph .An^m^^^t^ 

jj^hm'd'MIn^k^H'.Sb^ fordi^ds of tbv^< jne^ wefchbigb even lor 
JSttrc^^<ii^^4)artiaukrl}( tbat of Burt ;. nor w§re tbey d^pij^Bsed backx 
S^soriaore .tbim those of Warbuitow* Getcge IV.^ Dft. Jobaaon^. 
JQftdeim Murpbir^ .stud) Nar«8, wbose portraits w^e b^foi^^we at tb« 
pK^^iltstbftt;! iomtiUed tbe comparisoD. I place great stresA upoa 
^iar(»r9ti»U9lii»Qe^ because, tbe outlines, of Burt's forebead, .wbicb^arn by- 
i^f^ijdsoalksi ^b^igfttebed or flattened, .as is tb^ easa^ after tbe imme^ 
999rib^uSttS(0m of paiotersv ^itb tbose of tbe celebrated personfif 
^u^ifimtiediiare typical of the facial lines of the others ffenerallf^ 
ti^ Il^(«l».fi9e ,Boinan* nose, wbieb, without exaggeration, might be 
t^lSi^p^ beautiful; bis Jips were thick, but the chin waa well formed 
^ jdfieply . chiselled. • The portrait oi Mcintosh might hava been 
%li£r,^, mistaken for that of an ancient philosopher, for his beard and 
ge^yiiiaii^ wm. exactly: modelled (I suspect, without bis knowledge* 
iiaiyvever.) ^^tevi thoae of tbe philosophers in- tbe time of Hadrian-*^ 
inde^, be somewhat ^sembled the bust of Hadrian in tbe British 
Mu(Si@Aitti.(: Bis feab^es also possessed a move pleasing expression than 
^H>^B, those Qif Heraclitns or Diogenes, and, altogethei, there was a 
n^^ldries^ and^poetry about tbe expression of this man's bead and face 
4mH: arei rarely met with even among tbe portraits of many of our dis- 
t^Pgm^ibed men^i The portrait of Angus M'Cail, on the contrary, 
Sifi^^lQlHIid the receding forehead. The head was bald to *tbe coronal 
^t^xe ;vbiut the height of the forehead, if measured from the eyes to tbe 
^tQ&^otitiOvyof} the &ontal bone, was greater even than Burt's ; whilf 
feiljchiny like' that of M'Intosh, was thickly covered with beard. Jack 
^ndfiesoti'S profile. was exactly that of a Highlander. In ^Nelson 
CftR|/:aJJiJbe feat|Bres»,were decidedly African, with the exception of the 
m()i^ wbiqh wis-that of a Hindoo, ai^i on the whole his expressioa 
^fl9 i^at^iitbecontdur being expressive of guilt, fear, and meanness^ 
v^iiMxk^v^ thtat I c^uld not obtain any particulars of the lives of these 
4l>m^beca)}se I am coiivineed ^ey would have thrown additional light 
ii^n'tb^/,eubject>of this paper. All I know of them is, |hat Car^ 
^^i^iv^difliQuiitary dO^ng ; M^Cail was executed on tbe 9th March, 
lSt32io*S4Kas dSiirtj.but what became of M'l^tosb and Anderson t 
^^olifcarrt,#ndiQjeglected to inquire. . , 

eilv^m'jireiQ^ed bard^ that I have forgotten to mention, that ia 
^^il)® of tb^^phyvognomical; and. phrenological developments of tl|ct, 
A|ifi)?iMi]a^^I:baVer.a4]bpted the iacial line of Camper tbroughotlt, but 
which Lawrence rejects. This gentleman considers, wb^t ^^lume^bsu^b 
cg^-iBinfti jafte^.^bbn,; Pr. ElUotfion,' designate* the norma v^ieaiisr- 
inom4>b4U)^pbiQaly aftd mc^eco^isonant with physiology ^a anatomy, 
%it,tt 4fk. pfr little 40ni9equenoejjrbetber *be adppta tb^ &ciai]l line, of > 
(liEUpiperiOr ihQ\\mmimv^ti$€iM ef Blumenba^b, since tnere is^tichv 
aqn)i^#i)3ijUB^ ,£^nd overwbelmning ibos^t' of &cjl^ to oppose h^a theory 
tbi^t^^l feel obtain, he, wiU(»9^§r ag^iin att^ippt to. defend it^ To 
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rcq^mff th,9, apcouut of, Abe negro cl;iieftains, . from which ,^^ 
^gre§siop has, for a moment^ estranged me, I ehfiU speak of Gardiuej, 
who was generalissimo^ and emperor elect, of the insurgents, in 
the parish of Hanover, in Jamaica, during the rebellion in 1831-32. 
I well remember .this poor, deluded man, and his calm and st^adj 
bearing, his erect ^nd noble figure, as if I h^d seen him but y^a*- 
terday. He was a fine, tall, handsome-looking man, with feature* 
almost European, while the expression of his countenance was calm 
ftnd benevolent, though there was an obvious anxiety in his look, which 
was scarcely concealed by the effort made to preserve that digni^ed 
den^eanor which he assumed upon his trial, and ^hich never &rsQpk 
him even at the fatal tree. There was reaUy an air of nobility about 
his person, and, whether from a knowledge of his impending fate;, or 
possibly from reflecting on the mutability of human greatness, he made 
a very deep and lasting impression upon me. He was tried on the 2^th 
May, 1832, and after his condemnation, was lodged in the coxnmQn 
gaol in the town of Lucea — a sea-port on the north side of Jamaica^ 
famous for its salubrity, hospitality, and beautiful harbor. I obtained 
an order to visit him on the 25th. To my surprise, I found hin;i at 
large, but hand-cuffed, walking in the piazza of the gaoL As I entered 
at the door, he was coming from the other end. Seeing me, he stopped, 
and made a graceful and dignified inclination of the head. I returned 
his courtesy by removing my hat, and after a few preliminary words^ 
entered freely into conversation with him. He was willing, nay anxious, 
to afford an explanation of his conduct. During the half hour I was 
with him, I observed him narrowly with a view to note the impression 
he should make upon me, as I was especially anxious to discovei", if 
the insurrection had been, as it was currently reported, planned..^ 
London ; and if the Baptists, as was averred, were the real instigatci\n 
ol' it ; also, if either he or his coadjutors in the insurrection had formecj 
any correct ideas of the magnitude of their attempt, or of the phstacles 
which opposed their success ; whether they had conceived any just 
Jftotions of. government, finance, customs, trade, and military evx^lji^ 
tions; if they had been urged to insurrection by a sense of the tro« 
principles of. liberty, or only excited to arms by the hopes of plunopf 
and the proi^pect of leisure ; or lastly, if by cruelty, frequently rept;ate/;^ 
or wrongs hourly inflicted, " the cup of suffering had overflowed^ ^pd 
the waters of obedience beenlet loose upon the walls of authority." Wjitl^ 
thes^. ideas in my mind, I invited his confidence, and flattere(i:l^f^ 
self-love, by never putting a direct (juestion to him, but insinuat^ifig 
that a negro so well informed as himself kn<ew exactly :what it .\va|i 
hpnorable to reveal, and whajfc it was just to conceal, He,.<vy«^ 
evidently gratified by my deference, and pleased with the attention with 
which I listened to him, and repeatedly checked himself in spe^^g, to 
observe the effect his words produced. Nor was this ruse on bis part 
lost upon me« for I gently led him back again to the immediate subjects 
before us, whenever, as is the practice of moat negro, pratprgi,,he.icQm- 
menced any new paragraph of his speech with a labormi, and nqit ,unfp^ 
gently pointed, proem, which, by becoming too dispuraive^ confused 
and ^pihetimes abashed him. He seemed to b^ aware that i waib 
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aniiotirftb make Him feel tliati was neither irisennftte 16 the flifllfeulCi^B 
of the wild attempt in which he had been engaged, tior blltlfi to the 
inerits of the man who had undertaken to shape andfliredtit. Some- 
times, however, he would check himself suddenly, ^ if in the heat 'of 
sdme ifitfernai struggle, when, having passed hit left hand over his 
Ibrehead, he would ttirow bis head slightly backwards a*id recall him- 
ielf, as it were, back again to the immediate object before him. In 
height he was about five feet eleven inches, if not six feet His nose 
was Roman, and finely cast; his eyes expressive, betraying a very 
knxious mind. His forehead was high and commanding ; atid on 'the 
left side, just over the eye, veas a small scar. His hair was partially 
gi*ey, and worn ct la Brutus. The lips were those of an African. The 
dhin fine, and deeply cut. He had lost a front tooth, but it did not dis*- 
figure him. Throughout the conversation he betrayed neither timidity 
tior embarrassment, but was collected and as calm as a man who, on the 
eve of a long journey, had taken a last farewell of his family, lie 
looked through the jalousies, ever and anon, at the preparations which 
virere making for conveying him to the place of execution, without 
betraying any uneasiness or timidity. In his right hand he held a 
bible, folded or doubled down in several places. This induced me to 
ask hhn if he could %vrite as well as read : he replied, " Very little," 
Buxi that if the negroes could have written, or could have read writing, 
the insurrection would have been successful. Of this fact I think there 
can be little doubt, since the plans of the insurgents were betrayed by 
tnesiengers, who were entrusted with them from one chief to another. 
In rejjly to a remark about the Baptists being implicated in the rising, 
he said that the Baptist preachers *' read'* (taught) ** well," but that 
the* negroes misunderstood them;* that if Mr. Burchell, the Baptist 
irt«5icher (who had been accused of having organised and directed the 
i*i^ing), had been in the island, he would have prevented it ; that hfe 
^Grardiner) was never ill-treated from boyhood; that he had never 
kiiowti what want was, in any shape, in his life ; that when he consented 
to be generalissimo', he was in the confidence of the acting managers of 
the estate, or pen, to which he belonged — nay, I think he said,* had 
bhai^e ofit; that he was possessed of ready money to the amount of 
ten doubloons in gold^-about 40/. sterling, two horses, several cattle, 
•pbultry, two commodious houses, and every comfort that a man in his 
station trf life required ; and finally, that he knew not what evil spirit 
inflnericed him to engage in so hazardous and dangerous an enterprise. 
He appeared to have no idea that the conspiracy had been organised in 
l-ondon.' He admitted, without reserve, that he had commanded at the 
ttfl&ir ' (rff the Montpeliers — Lord Seaford's estates, where the militia 
were nearly cut off; that his force was well disciplined, and that had 
** tbe irhite people'* stirred (the companies of militia had been formed 
itito tquare), they would have been destroyed to a man. On the 
*■ ' '"■{ :_i • 

' 'i^'-'By ihisis meaitt that the negroes interpreted certain passages IrteraHy, and not 
«|f>iritiia%i 'It would bavft perhaps saved the Baptisto mach obloqny had they taken 
tbeisame painsrto eocpUiin kht scriptnral sense of ceitaia passages in the Bible, that 
tjj^y e^eyf^ to. pwye to the negrpes that liiey yf^r^ wJongliUly and unjus^ jieJdJn 
bondage. 



28; ON THB INTMiLBOTIU]- FOWBR8 

subject of .fiil^anee and of goverameDt in genetri. Me. had no definite 
ide^,. *Tbe inferior slaices were to be divided aoM>ng the chtefe^and- 
the. religion was to be according to the practice of the Methodist* asA: 
Baptii9te. With regaid to the militaiy art, his knowledge waa. Tecy 
narrow. He appeaimd to have had not the-slightest idea of the efieol^ 
G^ masses diseipUned and acting on a gives point, or of any seienfific 
laanoaavre in the field, but that of ambuscade, the most obvioua and - 
the ^neanest, and least entitled to consideration of all the strategies gf ; 
the horrid business of war. One of his ideas as to the means lof oycar** 
coming, and finally vamquishing his enemies^ and on which he aoewied. 
to have placed, and not withoul show of reason, stroiig hopes of suc- 
cess, was to receive their fire, and then rush upon them sword ia 
li^nd. Had this been executed with the alacrity and celerity of the High* 
lan(}eiB at Preston Pans, it is impossible to say what might have been 
the result, w}ien we recall to mind that the blacks were generally ten 
to one in every skirmish or engagement which took place during this 
servile war. On the whole, however, this man, though superior to hia 
fellow slaves, was not possessed of a mind equal to the vast task which ^ 
he. had undertaken to execute, and, indeed, it seems to have been forced 
upon, rather than sought, by him. Victory on his side, spoliation 
would have been the reward of his troops — license would have fol- 
lowed, and disintegration of the ill-assorted materials of his govern-* 
ment must have been the result. But such is the general order of the . 
events and sequences .of nearly all revolutions. Massaniello could 
excite, but he could neither aUay nor direct the current of popular 
enthusiasm. 

Afler some further conversation, in which he especially alluded to 
his family, and entreated that his goods and money might be given to i 
them; he expressed his gratitude for the treatment he had received' 
since being in prison, and being told that the escort was ready, shook * 
hands with the gaoler ; I extended mine also, and the poor fellow passed , 
on, regretted, I firmly believe, even by those very men whose lives he 
or his followers would undoubtedly have taken had victory declared on. 
their side ; bat whose Sense of what was due to their own safetj^ eomu^ 
pelled them to make him an example of unsuccessful rebellion. 

I have dwelt rather at length upon the effect which this mam's bear- ' 
ing and conversation produced upon me, for though he might not have' 
possess^ any refined notions of liberty, or cherished any exalted ideas 
of what a government should be, nevertheless his cool and eoUected . 
demeanor, his sensible and reasonable replies, his outokness and clear^^ ^ 
ness of apprehension of the danger which attended his attempt ilfheti' 
his mind was led to a proper examination of the stibject, and Vie feel- 
ing with which he expressed the sense he entertained of the i)l conse- 
quences that flowed from the inability of the- negroes to write^exettipt 
hknfrom the sweeping charge of Lawrence, that '^when the bhuska 
form any ^lots, although their natural apathy and unraryirtg celuiite- 
nance ard tav6rable to concealment, they always fail through treslfcllMry ' 
or precipitation in commencing operations, or are disconcerted by any . 
resolute opposition even from very inferior numbers." — (Lectures^ p^ 
A<ift. 3rcl Ed., Lond.) And here again Lawrence betrays his ignorance ' 



cJf^'thiB^^grd. There is tio "natural apatly** about then^noi htLt (iH^- 
the c^titra^rj, exuberant 'lift?, 'strong ariinflil passfoAs/afild in^incibfe- 
pHet^v^rauc^, where his feelings are engaged,' as' fehy 6n6 ii4io 'hd** 
practised among them muBt have certainly perceived! Neitfeeiffw 
their "countenance unvarying or favorable to concealment,''' W 
a greater degree than those of an Eur6pean, to those who hav^ 
pbisded nnich time with, of etgoyed opportunities of observing thehi «!t' 
tlf^ir danci^, feasts, and merry-makings ; when at their labor, on a sid'-i " 
bed; malliDgering, of — and then they seemed possessed of super-human 
vtg6r*-Awheii*on thdr usual night journey to the object of their love;' 
Fartigue oh this latter occasion seems to have no power over them.* It 
is pei*haps not useless to tell Mr. Lawrence, that a sick negro, with his ' 
ashy color, his drooping eye, listless gait, and roagh skin, finely dotted 
'With grey or ash-colored headless pimples — a sort of black goose-skin — ' 
i^ no more like the same individual in health, with his shining ebon 
fdce, his open mouth, white teeth, jaunting air, and rakish look, than an 
ahlomaton chess- playei* is to a living Philidor. I feel assured, notwith- 
standing Gardiner's deficiency in some of the knowledge essential in the 
leiad^i* of a great revolution, that had he been properly supported, 
Jainaica could only have been preserved to the whites by an incredible, 
sacrifice of life, both on their parts and that of the blacks, if the island, 
after all, could have been saved ; and if saved would have been of no 
use, political or commercial, unless repopulated by an entire new race 
of men. 

* Edwards remarks : "But notwithstanding what has been related of the unre- ' 
lehting temper of die enslaved Africans, they are said to be highly susceptible of the 
pasifion of lore. It has eren been supposed that they are more sabject to, and sen- " 
siHe of, its impression than the natives of colder climates."— (fFes/ IndieSt vol* ii., 
p. 81, 2od £d., 1794.) Robertson says : ** The negro glows with all the warmth of , 
desire natural to his climate;'' and another author, quoted by Edwards, writes^ " The .; 
tender passion is the most ardent one in the breast of the enslaved African. It is ^ 
the only source of his joys, and his only solace in affliction.'' Mod. de Chan- 
val^il, the hiittorian of Mai'tinique, with great truth and feeling, thus speaks of the 
ardeot temperament of the negro : " Love, the child of Nature, to whom she iCtitnistt ^ 
her own preservation, whose progress no difficulties can retard, and who triumphs , 
eveo ioi chains ; that principle of Hfe, as nec^sary to the harmony of the unlvATse as 
the air which we breathe, inspires and invigorates all the thoughts and purposes qf the,^ 
negrOy and lightens the yoke of his slavery. No perils can abate, nor impending' ' 
punishments restrdhi Ae ardor of his passion. He leaves his master's habitatioii, i 
and •irayersing the wildiorness by night, disregarding its noxions inhabitants, ^fek^ d' 
refaig^/from his* soorrdws in the bosom of his faithful and affectionate mistress/' What - 
Chai^Falon says of the male sex may be still more fitly said of the female. Neither ,: 
distance,, nor darkness, nor threats, nor punishments, nor domestic nor magisterial i 
commands, nor irewards, nor favors, can or will keep them from the objects of their ' 
loVes. In rain or in drought, in light or in darkness, permitted or unpermitted, the ' 
negress, forgetfbl of all things but fhe ps»sion which Inspll^s and consoles her, qtiits ' 
bee iaistress) and- v^tires for the nsgfat to the abod« of the lov^ in whom she hsfi .i 
reposed her affections, and from ^whose ardpr she expects her reward. This iA^«,i 
practice so notorious in the West Indies., that little or no attempts are made to restraii^ , 
them ; and, generally speaking, it is only the older or less favoredf negresses that c^_ ^ 
be ltiiu6ed to rejnaiii in thtfif employers' houses at night. I assure Mr. Lawrence ' 
thatheVouldlted little '"apathy" amobg this chwi of persons wete he to visit the'^ 
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Bat t6 relate still further the opinion of Mr, Lawrence, I shall quote 
frbm Denham and Clapperton a sketch of the people of Central Africa^ 
tvho werie first visited and described by Captain Lyon. " We had beein 
ttjld/' says Major Denham, ''that the SheiVs soldiers were a few ragge4 
hfegroes armed with spears, who lived upon the black Caffer countries, 
by whom he was surrounded, and which he was enabled to subdue by 
the lisststance of a few Arabs who were in his service ; and, again, we 
Kiid been assured that his forces were not only numerous, but, to a cer- 
tain extent, well trained. The degree of credit which might be attached 
to these reports was nearly balanced in the scale of probability ; and we 
advanced towards the town of Bouka, in a most interesting state of 
uncertainty whether we should find its chief at the head of thousands, 
dr be received by him under a tree surrounded by a few naked slaves. 
These doubts, however, were quickly removed. I had ridden a short 
distance in front of Boo Kaloom with his train of Arabs, all mounted 
and dressed out in their best apparel, and, from the thickness of the 
trees, soon lost sight of them, fancying that the road could not be 
mistaken. I rode still onwards, and on approaching a spot less 
thickly planted, was not a little surprised to see in front of me a body 
of several thousand cavalry drawn up in a line, and extending 
right and left as far as I could see ; and, checking my horse, 
I awaited the arrival of my party under the shade of a wide- 
spreading acacia. The Bournon troops remained quite steady, without 
noise or confusion, and a few horsemen, who were moving about 
in front, giving directions, were the only persons out of the ranks. On 
the Arabs appearing In sight, a shout, or yell, was given by the Sheik's 
people, which rent the air ; a blast was blown from their instruments 
of music equally loud, and they moved on to meet Boo Kaloom andliis 
Arabs. There was an appearance of tact and management in tljeir 
movements which astonished me : three separate bodies, from ^\\fi 
centre and each flank, kept charging towards us to within a few feet of 
our horses' heads, without cheeking the speed" of their own unti| 
the moment of their halt, while the whole body moved onwards. , .!rb?s< 
parties were mounted on small, but very perfect horses, . who , stoppei 
and wheeled from their utmost speed with great precision and exp?|;^ 
liess, shaking their spears over our heads, exclaiming, * Barca/ fiarcct/ 
A Ha Niakkumcha, alia Vheraga ! * — * Blessing ! Blessing ! Sons df your 
country! Sons of your country!* and returning quickly tp theirpnt of 
the body, in order to repeat the charge. While all this was ,gmng 
on, they closed in their right and left flanks, and surrounded, the )xi\\^ 
body of Arabs so completely as to give the compliment of weVcoiping 
them very much the appearance of a declaration of their contempt 
of their weakness. I am quite sure this was premeditated; w^ wpr^.ajl 
so closely pressed as to be nearly smothered, and in some, danger, i^pift 
the crowding of the horses and the clashing of the spears. Moving on 
was impossible ; and we therefore came to a full stop. Our cbie? was 
much enraged : but it was all to no purpose : he was only answered jiv 
shrieks of welcome, and spears most unpleasantly .rattled pv^f pur 
heads expressive of the same feeling. The anqoyaijcc„lipw^yer," ^flis^^pt 



of longfdi;ration. Barest Gana, th? Sheik's first gEeneral, a negtro. of a aable 
aspe^j, clotlied in a figured silk robe, and mounted on a beautiful ManxiarA 
hbrsje, made his appearance ; and after a little delay, tbo rear w|^ 
cleare<]f of those who had pressed in upon us, and we moved on, though 
but very slowly, from t^e frequent impediment thrown in our way 
by these wild equestrians. The Shiek's negroes, ^ they are oalIe4» 
fneaning the black chiefs and favorities, all raised to th^t rank by 
Spme deed of bravery, were habited in coats of mail composed of iron 
chain, which covered them from the throat to the knees, dividing behindt 
and coming on each side of the horse. Some o.f them had helmetSy or 
rather skull-caps, ^ of tbe same metal, with chin pieces, all sufii-* 
ciently strong to ward off the stroke of a spear. Their horses' heads 
were also defended by plates of iron, brass, and silver, just leaving suffi* 
cient room for the eyes of the animal." — (P. 62-64.) . 

This, of course, is a general description of this singular people ; but 
the fpllowing is more interesting, as being the resum^ of the cluuracter of 
one of their distinguished men : — 

*,* Barca Gana, who commanded the Sheik's people — about twQ 
thousand strong — was a native of a town called Saukara, in Soudan, and 
and had fallen into the Shiek's hands about seventeen years befora^ 
when only nine years of age. The Shiek had always been highly 
attached to him, and had raised him, with his fortunes, to the rank he 
now held as raid, or governor of Angala, part of Loggun, and all the 
towns of Sharg; besides making him kashella, or commander in chief 
of. his troops. He was a powerful negro, of uncommon braverjf, 
possessing a charm which rendered him invulnerable to either balls 
or arrows. He was keen, possessed of great quickness of observation ^ 
and ifrom being so long in the Sheik's confidence, had acquired his. 
manner, which was gentle and particularly pleasing," — (P. 104.) 

Such was the character of Barca Gana, sketched by no feeble han(l, 
iatiq described by one who had not acquired knowledge of the 
fiuman mind from books, or become acquainted with the physical 

f peculiarities of the human race by the practice of a metropolitan 
lospital, hut had read much, seen more, and ** in the original perused 
mankind." It will be seen also, from what I am about to quote, that 
the master was equal, if not superior, to the servant; and that the 
Sheik possessed not only the negative quality of choosing able minister*^ 
but exhibited also, when required, that high sense of superiority 
' only betrayed by great minds on grave occasions or urgent affairs, and 
that he was as jealous of his prerogative, and as susceptible of its infripge^ 
ment, at the same time that he was not insensible to tlie softer etnotion$ 
of friendship as even the unfortunate and Christian-souled James, .the 
Second. In the following anecdote of Barca Gana, we can perceive 
that the Shiek was as determined to exert his authority, and to display his 
power, as his general was ready to admit, and as prompt to obey his 
command^. I shall again quote Denham'^s own words ; — 

•• In giving, presents to the chiefs, the Sheik had inadvertently sent 
him a horse which he had previously promised to some one else, and on 
Barca Gana being requested to give it up, he took such offence* that, be 
sent bfeck all the horses that the Sheik had previously given him, saying 
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that he would in futare walk; or ride his own. Oa thiSi^lbe Sttf^.im* 
mediately sent for him, had him. stripped in his presence, and. tto 
leathern girdle put round his loins ; and after reproaching him with Uf 
ingratitude, ordered that he shoul^ he forthwith sold to the Tihhoa 
merchants, for he was still ;a slave. , The favorite, thus hnmhled and 
disgraced, fell upo^ his knees, and acknowledged the justice of his 
punishmenU He hegged for no forgiveness for himself, but entreated 
that his wives and children might be provided for, out of the riches, Qf 
his master's bounty. But on the following day, when preparations y^e 
made for carrying this sentence into effect, the Ragananha (hla^k 
Mamelukes), and Shoua chiefs about the Sheik's person, fell ^t hi|i 
feet, and, notwithstanding the haugHtiness of Barca Gana's c^riage tp 
them since his advancement, entreated to a man pardon for his offences* 
and that he migh^ be restored to favor. The culprit at this moment apr 
pearing to take leave, tlie Sheik threw himself on his carpet, wept like 
a child, and suffered Barca Gana, who had crept close to him. tO) eoip- 
brace his knees, and calling tq his sons, pardoned his repentant slave !"-^ 
(P. 172, 173.) 

The Major's remarks upon this striking iHustration of what the negro 
mind is susceptible of, under proper cultivation and good government, 
Ts worthy of him, and releases me from the task of appending any, re- 
flections upon a preceding, at once honorable to the feetings and indi- 
cative of the wisdom of the parties involved. 

" No prince of the most civilised nation can be better beloved by his 
subjects than this chief; and he is a most extraordinary instance in th^ 
civilised world of fearless bravery, virtue, and simplicity. In the eyeqing 
th£re was a gpreat and general rejoicing. The timbrels beat — the Kar 
nemboos yelled, and struck their shields ; everything bespoke joy — an4 
Barca Gana, in new robes and rich bornouse, rode round the camp, fol^ 
lojved by all the chiefs of the army !" — (Idem,) But this w/|s not, ft* 
solitary act of a praiseworthy nature on the part>of El Ranen^, ^be 
chief of whom I have been speaking, which was witnessed by Major, 
Denham. Here is one as illustrative of a love of justice, and as corrobo- 
rative of strict impartiality in its administration, as the former was a 
proof that he knew what was due to him as a prince, and what was ex- 
pected from him as a friend : — " The slave of one man had been caught, 
with the wife of another, a freeman, and the injured husband demanded 
justice. The Sheik condemned both the man and woman to be hanged^, 
side by side ; the owner of the slave, however, remonstrated, and. said 
that the decision, as far as respected the woman, was just ; for she was 
fdways endeavoring to seduce his slave from his wprk ; and that if he 
(the Sheik) condemned his slave to death, the man, whose wife was the 
cause i)f it, ought to give him the value of his slave, as he Y^as poor^t 
This the husband objected to. ' Ah !' exclaimed the Shiek ; * ho^ 
often is a man driven to destruction by a woman — yet of his happiQesus 
she is the root or the branch.* He himself paid the value of the slave to 
the owner, and the next morning the guilty pair were suspended outside 
the walls."— (P. 183,. 184.) We have also another instance of El 
Eanemy's strict adherence, both to the law of his prophet and the cus- 
tom of his people. In references to this curious circumstance Major 



fKteoMi^'s)'*flllA|)lteitf>''a«d ^B^ t6 the ^ will df 'fHe fyrdpHet. 

iWe'J^^cUttisfetices ^e*^' these :---A Shoua had rfabhed ti man 
f|{t$^^' ^ght ' before; opon dome disagt^ement, and death was tlie 
fofcfee^^tte. The bV6ther of the defunct deinandted blood, and* 
diil f^ficaBtit td-tlie kadi, it came out in evidence that the Shoaa 
ifil^di^^d the deceased to quit his door three several times, if he h2id 
te}^^t!f in -fh^ pf bphet ; bat he still continued to resist; and aggravated 
fiMif tflf tft'Ilifit he stabbed him in six several places. The kadi's 
^if^t^n^^, that Upon' so saered a caution, the unfortunate man should 
Rkire^^etit^d ^-thlat- his not doing so, was a proof that he had no faith 
ift^tSift^Wbphet^ was a kadr, and was the cause of his own death ; and, 
th%»emii^,^ that the murderer should not suffer punishment. The 
a§ftii§l*;'hoWev^, applied to the Sheik, who told him, that certainly 
^'bW*5flaVr, Communicated to the prophet, and written in the ^'M 
(ffi^bA)fe% hn'ejre for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, and life for life, 
sht)iild''be^^fven— but recommended his taking a fine instead of blood. 
The sturdy Arab, however, was unmoved, and called loudly for justice ; 
^K^lfte f^^k then said, he had the law in his own hands, and might 
dt^^ft^^HS pleased. The prisoner was then taken outside the walls of the 
tt^rii'feh^'the brother of the deceased beat his brains out with an iron- 
h^dfed^'difb, which the Shouans sometimes carry. This was con- 
sidered a very extraordinary occurrence at Bouroon." — (P. 182.) 
^^'t'K^ teflowihg anecdote illustrates still further the kindly, and even 
g^lftn'anly cbnduct of this representative of a race so long condemned 
sS^flf^df",' both in physical and mental qualifications to the boasted 
prafe#<ifthi^ Caucasian family. Our author says, " The Sheik sent this 
inSftrtn^to'^ay, that, as we mentioned yesterday the state of our funds, 
vcA^ rfibtifey tnafc we should stand in need of, he would immediately 
ffii1flSli'Ui§^ <^th ;' that while we were under his protection, we should 
^^t -iidtliTnj^ ; ^e,' however, s^d, with every feeling of gratitude, that, 
aPWJ^W^^e^Ot qtiite penniless, we would wait a few days until all the 
pi^^5**^V»^ed*'fit)m Soudan. It is quite impossible to describe the 
v^l^'bFlfH kindnefels to us on all occasions ; and this last proof of his 
If^cMy i&'poor ^an^krbrs^ whose country he scarcely knew the name of, 
If^^^^'M^'ttrii^lf'iHerpassed all we could have expected. Knowing us 
tH?i?iSgH''th^''Bashrfw 6F Tripoli only, his disinterested conduct could 
alfeft8^V%^%Ati^tTie? 'dfctation of a generous confidence ; and his own 
pfehfi^Mttfeir^d' ^i^jii^acity had long convinced him of the innocence of' 
<*PiH<fentftins^Wi Visiting his country, notwithstanding the injurious 
r8^o?ls?TO^.tlkf^feohtrarjr, which had been communicated to his subject?, 
tfiftti^W^ lie' JTT-SWn lir ignorance of some of the Fczzan merchants. 
H¥^'Jfe(f^6n\i:riife^try^arerfrom, hfe own house, on hearing th6 
nlSWtf /of ^y'^foVlOTn state/ sifter escaping out of hands of the Pel- 
ll^Wil^^ 1iad' 'astonished the people about him by his acclamations 
ot^i^fflWwth^^fi^^ * * * *' 

:^^^JiaV^W W^'6oTV8tf6t'tiendfed to convince us, that his protection and ' 
cfflfitferj6^.^^l^fcleeBeS'Ti^Sm'li^ bpinions he had formed of the grandeur ; 
aria''^^fter6!^f'ol^itHe'* English nation (nHd we were wifling to fiftitter' 
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ou^elves from his approbation of our condact), than from any hope of 
repayment or remuneration from his ally the, Bashaw." — (P. 185-6.) 

But we ure to view the character of El Ranemy in another light ; as 
an executive magistrate, an active philanthropist, and an attached 
(riend, we have akeady seen him taking the lead even from the most 
ze^ous of European princes. We next find him a political economist, 
endeavoring to introduce, for the first time, a metallic currency into his 
dominions, for the purpose of improving the trade, and developing the 
internal resources of his country. In furtherance of this object, he 
committed to the care of Major Denham designs for three several 
coins, requesting that the apparatus for striking the coin should be 
forwarded to him. I know not if this commission was ever executed hy 
Major Denham ; I hope it was, as it would have been a stride, not a step, 
in the civilisation of the interior of Africa. But El Ranemy did not 
confine himself to what the worldly-minded will naturally conclude 
was as much the calculation of interest, as the dictate of philanthropy ; 
for contrary to what might have been expected from a negro — the 
representative of a race all nations have conspired to degrade — the 
hereditary buyer and seller of slaves — the master of thousands of his 
fellow-creatures — Hb wished to abolish the slave trade, and even con- 
sulted Major Denham upon the feasibility of the abolition — conduct 
strikingly contrasted with that of the Imperial Government of England, 
when in reply to the petition from Jamaica for the abolition of the 
same indefensible traffic, that galaxy of enlightened statesmen (!) 
declared the tr&de was too profitable to its merchants to be hastily 
abandoned! Nay, this really enlightened negro, gave the most un- 
equivocal proof of the sincerity of his declaration, by tendering his 
assistance to the English Government through Major Denham, to put 
down this most cruel and most horrible trade. • 

In conclusion, were I not quoting from the pages of a well-known 
work, from the narrative of an English gentleman, a traveller and an 
ofljcer, it might'be suspected — when I add that this highly-gifted and 
singularly- talented negro added to his abilities as a statesman, and his 
claims as a philanthropist, the distinction and lustre of a poet — that I 
had plucked *' that mighty instrument of little men," with which I now 
record these facts, from' the. pinion of romance, and dipped it, not in the 
ordinary ink of a plain matter-of-fact article, but had plunged it into the 
fountain of " the thousand and one nights," and stolen thence the 
storied fable of El Ranemy — the whole narrative and particulars of 
which was but the invention of fancy, the day-dream of credulity. But, 
happily for the integrity of the argument, and consolitary fbr tlie friends 
of the negro, the work of Denham is to be found in the library of every 
scholar, and may be consulted at any time. Nor has the Major con- 
tented himself with bare assertion, nor expected his readers to take for 
granted all that he hap related of El Ranemy, without good and sufficient 
proof ; and with this view he has inserted in his appendix a translation of 
one of El Ranemy's poems, which is too lengthy, I regret to say, for in- 
sertion here. 

Conscious, also, that he was addressing a prejudiced public^ he depre- 
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cates their criticism, and thus concludes his remarks upon the character 
of this amiable and talented pri»ce, and his enlightened and promising 
suhjects. " If it be thought that I have spoken too fSavorably of the 
natives we were amongst, I can only answer that I described them as 
I found them — hospitable, kind-hearted, honest, and liberal. To the 
latest hour of my life, I shall remember them with affectionate regard ; 
and many are the untutored children of Central Africa, who possess 
feelings and principles that would do honor to the most civilised Cliris- 
tian."— (P. 311.) 

What reply Mr. Lawrence may make to these statements, or facts, I 
win not undertake to say ; but I think that he will scarcely persist in 
attributing the failure of negro conspiracies, to precipitation, to 
cowardice, or to lack of talent, as peculiar to the negro race, in any 
future edition of his '* Lectures '* which may be published. He will 
rather, I should hope, attribute non-success on these occasions to the 
debased condition of the negro, the want of education, and consequently 
of judgment; but, above all, to the nature of slavery itself, which 
cramps, confines, distorts, destroys, and desecrates the human mind, 
eliminating from it everything that is noble and good, and leaving behind 
but the scoria and dross of humanity, the caput mortuum of an ex- 
hausted base. 

I shall, for the sakfe of brevity, feeling that I have already exceeded 
the limits of an article, pass over what has been recorded by Park, and 
what has been told us by Campbell and other missionaries of some other 
nations of Africa, and certain individual negroes who have distinguished 
themselves, and give a very rapid sketch of those chieftains in St. 
Domingo who were mainly instrumental in erecting a repubhc in that 
island. And here I disclaim all political inquiry, whether involving the 
abstract theory of natural freedom, or the conventional rule of obedience 
to the powers that be; whether the slaves were justified in taking 
up arms to enfranchise themselves, or the planters were unjustly treated 
in being deprived of their legal property by the fiat of a revolutionary 
tribunal. All I propose to myself is the inquiry as to the amoimt of 
talent displayed by those negroes, who, with arms in their hands, 
asserted, and subsequently obtained, their freedom. 

It has been frequently remarked that great emergencies call forth 
great talent, and that during revolutions, or violent re-actions, or muta- 
tions in public opinion, men who would otherwise have passed their lives 
in indolence and obscurity, display a nobility of soul, a vigor of mind, and 
a fixedness of purpose previously unsuspected even by those whose 
opportunities of mixing with them were neither " few nor far between ;*' 
and whose sagacity and penetration were considered to be of the highest 
order, and entitled to our confidence and respect, up to the moment 
of proving their deficiency both in the one and the other. There 
is, generally speaking, more talent, energy, and genius near and about us 
than our self-love is at all times prepared to admit; for unless this 
be confessed, and per salium, how shall we account for the labored 
panegyric which not only the daily, weekly, and monthly publica- 
tions pour out with such profuse liberality ; but even those works, called 

B 2 
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" Memoirs" or " Biographies," which lay claim to greater weight and 
endurance than the ephemeral prodlictions alluded to, scatter with 
no niggard hand upon the tomb of departed talent, or departed genius. 
But it is fruitless to dwell upon so trite a fact. The histories of all nations 
testify to it. The shades of the first Brutus, TeU, and Washington, with 
other heroes of the American struggle, start up before us. The 
marshals of *• the empire " appear in f^ their pomp and pride, and the 
founders of more ancient dynasties swell the throng. What need, there- 
fore, to pursue the illustration further? It must not, however, be 
imagined that these daring and successful spirits suddenly sprung from 
the chaos encompassing them in a light of their own making. 
They were for the most part theoretically or practically educated — that 
is, they had, either in the academies peculiar to their several countries, 
acquired elementary knowledge of their times, or in the school of action 
and enteprise, instructed themselves in the science of conduct and obser- 
vation, while their prudence was strengthened by frequent disap- 
pointment, and their confidence established by occasional success. 
Such are the men, then, who must on all occasions of great convulsive 
struggles in the body politic possess themselves of the power to 
moderate and direct the irregular movements of large masses of a people. 
On such occasions action is everything ; for, as quickness of conception 
is the germ, and rapidity of execution the fruit of success in all military 
and political movements, when overwhelming forces are opposed, or 
a government is about to pass from the hands of one eection of 
a nation into those of another, it is only the firm and the resolute who 
can then hope to succeed. 

Of this description of men were Cromwell, Napoleon, Bolivar, 
Morisau, Santa Anna, and even the less known and less celebrated 
generals of Haiti. They were men who had enjoyed very fair educa- 
cations. The latter had been sent to Paris, at that time the very focus of 
action, where, unhappily, however, the rays of liberty diverged to hcense, 
and that which was noble in itself became, because abused, the most 
ignoble .4 It was amidst the members of the Soc%4t4 des Amis des Noirs^ 
which at that time, among another novelties, started up in the capital of 
France, that Oj^, a colored man, first imbibed those principles, and 
acquired that tact which subsequently raised him to an enviable rank 
among his fellow-countrymen at St. Domingo. He was still more fortunate 
in having La Fayette for a teacher, and Robespierre for a patron. Sent to 
France by an indulgent mother, whose wealth equalled her ambition, he was 
introduced, it is said through the instrumentality of La Fayette, to the 
Soci^td des Amis Noirs, who, perceiving, or having previously acquired 
a knowledge of his bold, daring, and impetuous temper, fixed upon him 
as a person endued by nature, and qualified by instruction, to carry into 
execution their intended plan to revolutionise the colony, and enfiun- 
chise the slaves of St. Domingo. For this pur]>ose, and that Oje might 
not appear among his countrymen as a person of little or no considera- 
tion, or as the novus Jiomo of a not unimpeachable line,- they purchased 
for him the rank of lieutenant-colonel in one of the atmies of Germany. 
"*' •'^ titled, and properly instructed in the important part he was about 
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to enact, 0^6 prepared to set out for the scene of actioiu ; but an after 
resolution of his friends, or probably his own prudence, determined him 
not to sail direct to St. Domii^o, but to go first to Ameriea, and thence 
to proccedHo, and land privately in Haiti, where his pupilage, so far 
as the society were conceriied, was to terminate, and he was to be left to 
his own judgment. Notwithstanding, however, the caution of himself 
and his advisers, news of hfc intended arrival, together with the object of 
his visit, ttanspired before he conld land in St. Domingo. But this 
report of his intentions did not frustrate his plan, or prevent his landing 
privately ; in which privacy he might have continued to remain for any 
length of time, had he not penned a violent and impolitic letter to the 
governor, reviling him, and demanding an equalisation, with the whites, 
of rights and privileges for himself and his colored fellow '' citizens,'* 
theatenin^^t the same time, that should his demand not be acceded to, 
he wouldnave recourse to arms. 

But notMrithstanding this congenial display of spirit, few of the class 
of whom he instituted himself the patron .and protector, either embraced 
the cause, or attached themselves to his person. He could collect from 
the large population of St Domingo but three hundred disposed to join 
him in his daring enterprise, among whom were his brothers ; but with 
these he determined to commence the struggle. If it were rash — it was, 
nevertheless, a prompt and decisive step ; and, having disciplined this 
small number as well as time and circumstances admitted, he boldly 
encamped on the banks of a river, called Grande Riviere, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which his brothers, and a chief called Chevane, instigating 
his followers to commit many irregularities, greatly weakened his cause, as 
most of these ouUrages were perpetrated on the persons of those colored 
persons who had refused to join him in the revolt against the existing 
authorities. But while Oj6 was thus prompt in throwing down the 
gauntlet, the governor was not slow in taking it up. The regular troops, 
enforced by the militia, attacked him in his camp, broke through his 
entrenchments, and with overwhelming force carried all before them. 
Many of his followers were killed, some were taken prisoners, and he 
himself, accompanied by Chevane, escaped only by dauntless bravery 
and skill. But it was but a temporary escape. He retired to the Spanish 
part of the island, and this being ascertained by the governor, he was 
demanded as a subject of France, delivered to the authorities, was tried, 
condemned, and executed March, 1791. 

There are circumstances connected with the conduct of the governor, 
relative to Ojd's execution, which I cannot pass over without designating 
as abhorrent to every sense of justice, and disgusting to every sentiment 
of honor. With a view to obtain the fullest hifonnation as to the inten- 
tions of Oj^, and the plans of his transatlantic friends, Blanchlaude, the 
governor, promised him that if he would fully and faithfully reveal all 
he knew, and who were the instigators of the revolt — who had supplied 
the money, arms, and ammunition, and what were tlie ulterior intentions 
of hi8 party — he would grant him a full, free, and perfect pardon for 
all ofiences contemplated or committed. This he pledged on his word 
and honor as a gentleman, and on his character and conduct as a 
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governor. Oje, with the fatal trefe • in sight, and the prospect of liberty 
before him, okose the latter — ^he confessed everything, explained in what 
manner the friends of the blacks intended to act; exposed their projects 
and intentions ; revealed the resources of his supplies ; and fcitrayed the 
attempt which die colored inhabitants intended to make to inclle th0 slaves 
to rise against their masters. Blanchlaude having obtained all the in- 
formation he required, broke his word as a» gentleman, and «ulliediiis 
honor as an officer. In spite of every -aacred sentiment of go«d faith, • in 
the very teeth of his promise— in defiance of virtue— the execration of 
contemporaries — the obloquy of his country, and the contempt of pos- 
terity — ^immediately after he had obtained the object of his desires, he 
ordered him for execution ! Was noi this a deed unworthy even of a 
savage ? 

It is said that Oje did not behave with that fortitude and ^irit which 
should have been displayed by the leader of a great national movement ; 
and that he compromised himself cmd fri«nds, not only by his submis- 
sion and entreaties for life, but by his unreserved confession of all he knew 
of their plans. The fact must be admitted, as I believe it cannot be 
denied; but it can be palliated, if not defended, by example, in the case 
of the Duke of Monmouth, who not only implored his life in the most 
abject manner from his justly-incensed and betrayed sovereign, but even 
exposed the secrets of those who were cognizant of, and intimately con- 
nected with, his ill-advised and rash attempt. Oj^'s .conduct may well 
be ascribed to his position, and not to the nature of the African as an 
African ; but to his fears and feelings as a member of the human family. 
For if his conduct had been the natural result of his physical organisa- 
tion, it follows that that of Chevane should have been similar. But this is 
contradicted by the most respectable authorities, who all agree in admit*- 
ting that he behaved in every way becoming a man who had linked his 
fortunes to so desperate an enterprise— who knew that the die was ca«t, 
and who felt that all was lost ; but that firmness and heroism which 
distinguished bis conduct in his last moments, and which was alike 
honorable to himself and consolatory to those who had joined him in the 
revolt ; — nay, it was such, without exaggeration, that a Eoman might 
have envied him. 

The fact is, we have never yet had, and I suppose never shall have, a 
coiTect account of that unfortunate and sanguinary struggle in St. Do- 
mingo, which has ended in a still more unsatisfactory fonn of government 
for the people than that from which accident, and the talents and abili- 
ties of a few daring and vigorous spirits, had rescued them. The history 
of the contest submitted to us, is the work of those who could not be 
expected to sgeak " the tiiith, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth r Their feelings were enlisted against their impartiality, and 
their losses pitted against their judgment. They speak rather what 
their passion dictates, than their sense of justice warrants. They 
write bitterly, because they suffered deeply; they impugn the character 
of a/?^<?^fe, Decause some individuals of the nation acted wickedly and 
atrociously. In the ardor of their wrongs — and they were severe 
and for the most part unmerited-^they condemned the innocent with 
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the guilty ; and in nairating the ca«e of Gautier^ fqi^ot to place in 
juxta-poaition^ the conduct of Tartufie.^ They seem to have forgotten^ 
notwithstanding the supposed wrongs of the negvo, that their* most 
viiidictire acts scarcely equalled, and nev^ surpassed, the atrocities 
of the Revolution in the mother country ; that tiiere was no goddess 
of reason in solemn conckye of the nation, iiiaugurated in the ancient 
lane of Christianity ; no citizen «an» eulottes claiming rewaidsfor immc^t- 
ing his.father; no execrahlewretcbe8,asinFaris,d^ying and denouncing 
the lieing of a Gk)d, the existence of right and wrong, the natural and 
social amotions, the duty of children to then* parents, obedience to con- 
stituted authorities, and, in short, attempting to demolish all the virtues, 
and to sacrifice all the decencies of life to the wild and hideous demon of 
democracy ; whose very essence is envy, whose breath is envy, whose 
offerings are blood, and whose appetite for destruction fixes ahke upon 
the good and the bad, the noble and the ignoble,' the prince and 
peer, till having destroyed every one wise or virtuous within his reach, 
^ms upcHi his followers, and devours them with the same appeaseless 
lust for gore, as that which distinguished him when he slaughtered 
those he was pleased to designate his enemies. No; there were no 
such wretches among the successful rebels of St. Domingo, though 
many of their acts were acts of blood ; and many dl their measures, 
measures of cruelty, folly, and inaptitude to the- purposes, for which they 
were enforced. 

Among many of those writers who have dwek upon the subject of the 
conflict in St. Domingo is De Vasty, or Vastey, a negro. He is not 
exempt from the charge of having written rather under the guidance of 
passfon, than the rule of judgment ; and Franklin, with justice, accuses 
him of exhibiting "the worst side of the picture, without ndticing the 
better one," when he would have us infer, that " the brute creation (in 
St. Domingo) received* infinitely more kindness and indulgence' from 
their masters than was shown towards their slaves." This, is one of 
those senseless charges .against the Freach and] other slave-holders, 
whidi refote themselves. On the showing of De Vastey himself, the 
planters paid attention to their cattle and horses, which are acknow- 
ledged brutes ; if they thought the negroes none other but brutes, it is 
plain, as being mor6 valuable, they would use them better than horses 
and cattle. But, on the #hole, they were not ill-used as a body, as the nume- 
rous examples of those who not only adhered to, but actually accompanied 
their masters in flight. Can testify; fof they voluntarily remained 'in 
bondage when they might have been free. Some of these slaves I saw, 
myself, in Jamaica, stfll in bondage, but' by no means dis^tisfied, or, 
ajjparently, desirous of changmg then-condition. Here, however, I find 
I have, inadvertently, strayed from the immediate subject. De Vastey 
was a man of some acquirements, and much shrewdness. He felt ^hat 
Ite Wrote, and therefore wrote strongly. As an historian, when com- 
pared with Europeans," he cannot be ranked in the first class ; but as a 
chronicler of events and occurrences, he is inferior to few writers. His 

^ See Franklin'l St. DomingQ. 
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work is mere of a memoir than a history, and, doubtless, the facts that 
he relates are well founded, however highly colored. Viewed simply as 
an African, his learning and talents are highly- respectable; and if we 
except some few faults of .diction, and some" acerbity of temper, wC' 
cannot refuse him the meed of literary homage. Nmi cvi via hommi 
contingit adire Corinthim, 

In ToussAiNT L'OuvBRTURB, also a child of the revolution, we meet 
with a spirit of a for difierent calibre, and a mind more expansive, 
ardent, generous, brave, noble, and prudent, than Oje. The Englieh 
were first indebted for a knowledge that conduct and skill might be 
united even in a negro general, to the unsuccessful expedition 'under 
General Williams, and, subsequently, under Generals Howe and Forbes. 
But General Simcoe was the officer more especially opposed to Tous- 
saint, who baffled him in every manceuvre, 'defeated him in every move- 
ment, and anticipated him in every stratagem^till he forced him to retire 
through the plains of Cul de Sac into Port au Prince, leaving the country 
in his possession, well stored with provisions, and all the necessaries of 
an army. Subsequently, Simcoe, after some fruitless attempts to regain 
the laurels he had lost, evacuated the island, and his formidable and «uc- 
cessful rival was thus left undisputed master of a luxuriant tract of 
country, and the chief of a numerous and well-appointed army. 

Blessed with a solid and comprehensive genius, thoroughly acquainted 
with the manners, customs, and character of the people over whom, by 
a strange freak of fortune, he seemed destined to rule, he immediately 
applied himself to the reform of abuses, and to the promulgation of 
wise and salutary laws for carrying that reform' into effect. He enforced 
the cultivation of the ground, which had been sadly interrupted 'by a 
long, servile, and sanguinary war ; by offers of rewards and honors ; by 
example, persuasion, and reason ; and when these failed, and not till 
then, compulsory measures were invoked. Deeply impressed with the 
self-obvious fact, that ** the science of agriculture, if not the first, is; at 
least the most necessary to a nation, he was most attentive," Franklin 
informs us, " to the state of population, which he was most anxious to ' 
increase, by every possible means. He held out to those who had 
emigrated during the contest, every encouragement to return, pledging 
himself to reinstate them in their properties, and assuring them that 
. their agricultural avocations should receive all the support which it^wfeis 
possible for him to afford." * * * ** He also endeavored to im- 
press upon the people a sense of their improper conduct, when they 
addicted themselves to sensuality and voluptuousness, and made great 
efforts to prevent their extension, by recommending marriage through 
his country ; he was aware of th© evil effects of the system of poly- 
gamy, which prevailed amongst his brethren, and he knew that it was 
a severe check on the increase of population; for he had discovered 
innumerable instances, in which the offsprings were but few wberc 
concubinage was so unlimited; and after a short time, it became evident 
that an increased population resulted from his salutary regulations."' 

Rainsford, who was taken prisoner by Toussaint, and enjoyed ample 
opportumtie»of observing his conduct and studying his character, speaks 
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still more strongly than Franklin, of the virtues and abilities of this esti- 
mable negro. '*This illustrious man/' he says, ''proceeded like the 
simple acorn, first promiscuously scattered by the winds in its slow but 
beauteous progress, to the gigantic oak, spreading its foliage with august 
grandeur above the minor growth of the foiest, defending the humble 
shrub, and braving the fury of contending elements." * * * * "He 
was, without doubt, a man possessed of many virtues, and performed 
many very good and very generous acts ; and, what must be admitted to 
have redounded greatly to his reputation, he was always grateful, and 
never left an obtigation unrequited. To those planters whom he induced 
to tetwn to the island, and whom he restored to their properties, he was 
g^enerous, kind, and indidgent ; and of the confidence which they placed 
in his assurances, they had never cause to repent. Taking him altogether, 
he was a most extraordinary character ; and whatever might have been 
the extent of his vices, they were certainly counterbalanced and atoned 
for by many virtues." But I can adduce a still more flattering character 
oi Toussaint, which, though from the pen of an anonymous writer, is ren- 
dered authoritative by being received, and quoted by Franklin, as good 
testimony. This writer says, " The excellencies of his character unfolded 
themselves more and more, as opportunities were afforded for their de- 
velopment. The same humanity and benevolence which had adorned his 
humble life, continued to distinguish him in his elevation. He never 
imitated the conduct of othier leaders, in flattering the multitude, encou- 
raging them in crimes, or urging them to revenge and slaughter ; on the 
contrary, mercy, industry, and order were always inculcated by his coun- 
sels, recommended by his examples, and enforced by his authority. The 
fertility of his inventions, the correctness of his judgments, the celerity 
of his movements, the extent of his labors in the combined and multifa- 
rious business of war and government, astomshed both friends and foes." 
* * * * " If there was one trait in his character more conspicuous 
than the rest, it was his unsuUied integrity. That he never broke his 
word, was a proverbial expression common in the mouths of the white 
inhabitants of the island, and of the Enghsh offioers who were employed 
in hostihties against him." 

lliere is an anecdote related by Bridges, in his Annals of Jamaica^ 
highly honorable to Toussaint. It places him in the same rank with 
Fabricius and Camillus, who both preferred reputation to interest, and 
nobly vindicated the virtues of the human heart, while they established the 
power of the Roman name — the former refusing the offer of Pyrrhus's 
physician to poison his sovereign ; the latter rejecting with proper indig« 
nation the iiffamous proposal of a schoolmaster of Falisci, to deliver as 
hostages into his hands the sons of the nobility who had been entrusted 
to him for instruction. Bridges, whose settled dislike to the African race 
betrays itself in every page of his "Annals," and whose reflections upon 
the dmracters of two colored gentlemen of Jamaica, merely because they 
were colored, caused his work to be interdicted by the Chancellor, speaks 
in terms no kss laudatory of Toussaint than Franklin, and the anonymous 
author last quoted. He says : "The character of Toussaint and the Frenoh 
CommandeFB were exemplified in an attempt at treachery, which show^ 
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the reigning principle of the times. The former had paid a visit of cere- 
mony to the British General, where he was received with military honors, 
and at a table sumptuously covered : it was even deemed expedient to pre- 
sent him with a splendid service of pkte, and a magnifi^nt appard jo£ 
furniture for his house, The visit w» returned, and Toussaint advised 
by the perfidious commissioner to seize.the person of his guest, as an act 
of duty to the Repiibhc. General Maidand received secret information of 
the treacherous proposal ; but he found his confidence in the honor of ihe 
governor not misplaced, for Toussaint put into his hands two unsealed 
letters: ' There,' said he, * before we talk, read thes&«»one from the French 
Commissary, the other my reply: I could not sefe you till I had written 
it, that you might be satisfied how safe you are with me/ " 

Had so base a proposal been made by the negro chief, in plaoe of the 
French Commissary, it would have been quoted as a proof of negro fraud 
and negro treach^, and not considered, as I feel it is, the act of- a 
despicable spirit, which might have equally animated the body of a Freach- 
man or a negro, and is no more to be taken as a proof of treaoh^ being 
common to the French as a nation, than the bribes of Lord Bacon could 
be admitted as evidence of corruption in a Chancellor es^ficio. It is from 
a neglect of this view of the question, that so much mischief arises, so 
much false reasoning, unjust accusations, and senseless clamor agaiBst 
particular nations, professions, or trades. 

Toussaint was a man of no cu'dinaiy mind i he was above the narrow 
views of his time and country. He persecuted no sect, interdicted no 
form of rehgion, and, though a rigid Cathohc, permitted the Methodists 
the free and unmolested exercise of their own form or mode of worship. 
He had a method in every thing he did. Nothing was out of place. All 
things were done in due and proper time, so that, notwithstanding the 
multitudinous duties in which he was engaged^ he had always a spare hoar 
for the service of a friend, and leisure siSficiemt to devote to those little 
amenities of life, which constitute the sum of human happiness; and which, 
properly attended to, go further m winning the hearts and securing the 
affections of subjects, than the most glorious deeds, or the most profound 
legislation. All his arrangements were excellent. His troops, contrary 
to what might have been expected, were well fed, and clothed, and disci- 
plined in such nice conformity with fitu-opean tactics, as to surprise and 
astonish the British officers. It is said, "at a whistle, a whole brigade 
would run three or four hundred yards, then separating, throw thpnsdves 
flat on the ground, changing to their backs or their sides, .keeping up a 
strong fire ti^e whole of the tim«, till they weve recalled, then Hiey woukl 
form again in an instant with their wonted regalarity." 

Yet, notwithstanding the virtues, the talents, the genius of Tisussaint, 
he was destined to fall by treachery, and to meet nearly- the same fate in 
an obscure prison on the gelid Alps, as the wonderful man who immured 
him in it, met on a distant, a dreary, and a dreadful rock. Toussaint died 
in a prison — Napoleon on a rock. The latter I can think but justly, if 
alone for his conduct in this single instance ; the other [perished by the 
wHl of that inscrutable Being, who g^des, directs, and orders all things, 
and no doubt with the^same justnessi though tbe focta of the cases are 
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not SO apparent to us weak and narrow-sighted men. Which of tis, if 
weighed in the balance, would not be found wanting ; and though Napo- 
leon and Toussaint may have sinned grievously, they sinned not as many 
would have done, had they filled their high and dazzling destinies. 

The history of Toussaint's fall may thus be stated : — ^Napoleon, insti- 
gated by the representfttions of the colonists, and anxious to consoHdate 
his power by obliging his friends, and silencing many who might have 
been irksome to his authority, or who might have sided with the exiled 
fieunily, determined to send a powerful armament against St. Domingo, under 
tl% ^command of Le Clerc, who had married his ftivorite sister, Pauline. 
His intention was to surprise and utterly destroy the nascent power of 
Toussaipt. No declaration of war was pubhshed ; no demand for resti« 
tution of property was made ; no claims for indemnities for arrears of 
tribvte, or prospective subsidies of men or money were advanced, but 
^e treacherous fleet set sail* and appearing in the offing, was viewed as 
a friendly ally by Toussaint, for Haiti and the French Republic were then 
on t&rva& of mutual friendship, and orders were accordingly issued to the 
proper auAorities to receive the admiral and officers wi3i all the honor 
due to the respresentaties of a state with which the island was in amity. 
But, notwithstanding that the oHve-branch was held out to the invaders. 
General Rochambeau, who landed with his troops in the neighbourhood 
of Fort Dauphin, and was honorably received, charged a crowd of per- 
sons, who, with the curiosity natural to islanders, assembled unarmed to 
view his debarkation, and killed and wounded many. This disgraceful 
outfage on the law of nations, induced Christophe, who was in the im- 
mediate vicinity of Fort Dauphin, to make such a disposition of his forces 
as. to frustrate the surprise Le Clerc had intended for Toussaint. Anti- 
cipating Rostopchin, he fired the town of Cape Francois to prevent Le 
Clerc occupying it; and taking with him many whites as hostages 
retired from the coast, and entrenched himself in a strong positioh. 

In the meanwhile, Toussaint was apprised of what had transpired, and 
prepared, with his wonted energy, to repel the invaders*. Additional 
troops were levied, and the points of (Mfence and defence visited in per- 
son, and such repair or strengthening as they required was instantly com- 
menced, and expediously concluded. In a word, nothing that the most 
consummate skill, judgment, and military tactics could effect, was left 
undone ; and in a very short time Tohssaint found himself in a position 
to defy his enemy. 

But the negro general had not alone to contend against the avowed 
en^oies of his country, but his paternal feelings were arrayed against 
him. His sons had been sent to Paris for their education, and there, 
under the tutorage of Coisnon, they were instructed in what manner 
they were to attack their father, so that his feelings of paternity being 
excited, he might, on their representation and persuasion, coupled with 
speciona and splendid offers of rewards and honors, submit without 
a stmggle to the arms of the invaders. But a sense of duty was para- 
mount in the breast Toussaint. He refused the offers made him, not- 
withstanding thai they were tendered by Napoleon in an autograph 
letter, otothed in hia musl captivating style, and breathing, as it were, a 
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spirit; of military frankness, and a tone of Christian philosophy. I 
extract the following paragraph from this celebrated letter, which 
is more remarkable for its Jesuitry, than its candor :— 

" We have made known the sentiments to your children, and to their 
preceptor, by which we are animated. We send them back to you. 
Assist, with your counsel, your influence and talents the Captain 
General. What can you desire } The freedom of the blacks ? You 
know that in all the countries we have been in we have given it to the 
people who have it not. Do you desire consideration, honors, fortune ? 
It is after the services you have rendered, the services you still reAder, 
and with the personal estimation we have for you, that you ought not to 
be doubtful with respect to your consideration, your fortune, and the 
honors which await you." 

Is it not shocking to be obliged to admit that this letter was btit a 
fiction— a lure by which Napoleon expected to lead Toussaint into 
captivity without striking a blow ? Surely, Napoleon could aflPord 
to be magnanimous on such an occasion — surely, the great principle 
of honor, which he affected to worship, should have stept in be- 
tween him and his love of power, his thirst for applause, and his 
greediness of what was falsely termed glory. But, alas! he was 
blinded to the true sense of his own dignity, and what he owed to 
the nation of which he was at that time the sovereign. Did reflection 
of the fate of Toussaint cross his mind ? — of Toussaint in his miserable 
captivity in a miserable fortress in a distant land, away not only from 
wife, children, friends, family, and kindred, but exposed to the rigors of 
an inhospitable clime, when as he paced, what was to him a narrow 
space, from Longwood to the margin of the rocks, whence he could kee 
the rolling billows of the vast Atlantic in frantic freedom leaping round 
the clifts, as if in mockery of his chains ? At those hours did no 
remembrance, no dire recollection of the false faith plighted to Toussaint 
come upon him, hke the shadow of a dark cloud upon the face of day, 
and shake that mighty soul whose "ebbs and flows were tides to 
the r^st of mankind ?" I would fain hope so, and that that bitter cap- 
tivity which he was made to feel so ruthless, softened his heart, 
'and forced him, though late, to repent of his cruel conduct to this noble 
negro. Bitter indeed was the fate of Napoleon, but he provoked 
that destiny which the negro chieftain seemed only to fulfil ; and if the 
immortal spirit derive any consolation from worldly things, honors and 
laurels have rewarded and shadowed his tomb ; but the grave of the for- 
gotten negro is covered by the eternal snows of winter, and teven 
the spot is scarcely known to those who have rarely wandered a furlong 
from the fortress in which he expired ! 

Whether Toussaint was apprised of the intended treachery of Napo- 
leon, or his own intuitive sagacity exposed to him the machinations of 
the French Consul, I cannot pretend to say ; but it is certain that he 
strenuously refused all oflfers of advancement and rewards, tendered 
under circumstances so suspicious and so treacherous. lie even con- 
tinued firm under circumstances where greater men have yielded, for, 
^ben every apparent engine of art or persuasion had been exhaustM, 
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the crafty Coisnon introduced his wife and children; the former, by 
entreaties and supplications, the latter by tears and sobs, endeavoring to 
work upon his feelings, and induce him to cancel his resolution. But 
though affected even to tears, he was resolved. Commanding his wife 
and children to retire, he assumed a firm and dignified demeanor, far 
removed from that bland manner and suasive tone of voice which 
marked his general carriage on ordinary occasions, and seizing Coisnon 
by the hand, he exclaimed, " Take — take back my children since it must 
be so. For me — I will be faithful to my country and my God !'* 

No good, therefore, resulted from this very questionable mission, ex- 
cept a three days* truce ; at the expiration of which Toussaint and 
Ctiristophe, not having surrendered to the officers of the armament, as 
they were required to do, were proclaimed enemies of the Republic, 
and preparations immediately commenced to compel them to submit by 
force of arms. 

Of the campaign which followed, it does not enter into my present 
plan to say anything. It is sufficient that the ruin of Toussaint was in 
a great measure more owing to the faithlessness of his own people, 
goaded to treachery by the lavish expenditure of French gold, than the 
superior military tactics of Le Clerc, though a commander of no con- 
temptible abilities. Reduced to extremity, his troops disbanded, his 
officers scattered, himself a fugitive, Toussaint, nevertheless, preserved 
his fortitude and presence of mind upon every occasion where it was 
necessary to exert either the one or the other. He still cherished in 
his bosom hopes of ultimately restoring his country to freedom, and 
compelling the haughty Republic to acknowledge Haiti among the 
nations of the free : nor was it long before Le Clerc afforded him an 
opportunity of realising these anticipations. Conceiving that the army of 
Toussaint was irrevocably dispersed, and that there was no opposition to 
the completion of his instructions, he threw off the mask by which he had 
concealed his real designs, and attempted to reinstate the old proprietors 
in their former possessions, and to reduce the population from the freedom 
which he himself had acknowledged, and guaranteed by proclamation, to 
absolute serfdom and slavery. This iniquitous attempt opened the eyes 
of the deluded Haitians, and in their extremity they turned their atten- 
tion to Toussaint. Animated by patriotic and noble motives, he was 
not slow in responding to their call. In an incredibly short period he 
collected together a respectable force, and with admirable skill and 
conduct, formed a junction with Christophe, who, more wary, and more 
suspicious than himself, had nevet entirely disbanded his little army. 
With this force they marched to the north, rousing the whole country 
as they proceeded by their cries for liberty, and their calls for vengeance 
on the treachery of the invaders. Le Clerc was ignominiously driven 
from stronghold to stronghold, till at length he was hopelessly shut up 
in Cape Francois which had been partially rebuilt. Here to add to his 
difficulties, the plague broke out, and finding himself 6pposed to a 
superior enemy without, and surrounded by concealed foes within the 
walls, he had recourse to a counter proclamation to that which had 
condenaned the Haitians to perpetual slavery. In this proclamation. 
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the remarkable words, '* Liberty and Equality to all the inhabitants of 
St. Domingo without regard to color." were introduced with a view of 
enlisting their self-love in behalf of the beleaguered army — but ft came 
too late, and it was not till some time after that the inhabitants, either 
of the town or country, riturned to their several occupations. This was 
the work of time, but as necessity compelled Le Clerc to adhere to the 
letter of his proclamation, things reverted back in some measure to what 
they were previous to the invasion. Toussalnt, with Dessalines and 
Christophe, yielded to the popular cry for peace, and a treaty was 
accordingly concluded, Which, among other clauses advantageous to the 
Haitians, permitted the respective generals to retire unmolested to their 
homes. Christophe and Dessalines, who had all along suspected the 
hollow professions of the French, removed from the immediate vicinity 
of the "governor, and kept themselves on the defensive. Not so the 
honorable and unsuspecting Toussiant. Incapable of treachery himself, 
he could not believe its existence in others, and fatigued with a long and. 
tedious campaign, he retired to his country house, accompanied by his 
wife and children. Here he fondly hoped to pass the remainder of his 
days — solutus omni famore. But it was otherwise ordained. At the 
dead of night, in tfie midst of fancied security, he was torn 
from the arms of his distracted wife by the myrmidons of the 
Republic, and hurried on board a frigate which awaited his capture 
in the harbour. The vessel immediately weighed anchor, and 
Toussaint borne over the waters of the wide Atlantic, was landed in 
France, and plunged into prison. It is remarkable that he made no 
resistance, offered no violence, attempted no escape, but yidding himself 
into the custody of the wretches who seized and bound him, subniitted 
without a murmur to his fate. All he asked, all he prayed for, the only 
favor which he condescended to ask his heartless incarcerators, was 
the safety of his family. They were, however, very shortly after borne 
from the shores of their beloved St. Dommgo, and consigned to the 
same fate ! 

Any comment on treachery so foul, or any expression of disgust, at 
conduct so unworthy a great nation, would be superfluous. No man, 
be he white or black, Jew or GentHe, Christian or Pagan, but must 
execrate an act so derogatory to the dignity of a civilised government, 
so repugnant to the feelings of all good men, and so oflensive in the 
eyes of God. It needs only to be mentioned that it may be scouted — 
only to be heard that it may be execrated. 

Much speculation was formerly afloat as to the ultimate fate of Tous- 
saint ; it being at one time supposed that lie met with a violent death 
in the dungeons of the Republic ; at another, that he was not carried into 
France, but was thrown into the sea. The treachery which dictated 
his seizure might justly give rise to such rumors, but they do not 
appear to be founded in fact. The author of The History of Napoleon 
Buonaparte, published in The Family Library , says, " he was shut up in 
a dungeon, where either the midnight cord or dagger, or the withering 
influence of confinement and hopeless misery, ere long put an end to his 
life." This conjecture is not borne out by evidence. The author of 
Ten Years* Exile seems to give the true version of the fate of Toussaint. 
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He Bays. ** At the cntranee into Switzerland, on tke top of the mountmna 
which separate it from France, you see the castle of Joux, in which tlie 
prisoners of State are detained, whose names never reach the ears of 
their relations* In this prison Touswmt L'Ouverture actually perished of 
cold; he deserved bis fate on account of his cruelty, hut the Emperor 
had the least right to inflict it on him, as he had engaged to guarantee 
him his life and his Hherty» I passed a day at the foot of this castle, 
during very dreadful weather^ and could not help thinking of this negro 
transported all at once into the Alps, and to whom this residence was 
the very hell of ice." 

Having already, I think, adduced suiHcient evidence to make out a 
case, I am the less solicitous jto dwell at any length upon the career of 
Dessalines, La Plume, Christophe* and Boyer, who has lately abdicated 
the presidency of Haiti, it is sufficient for my argument that it is 
admitted on aU hands that they were not ordinary men. 

TVo anecdotes related of Christophe, hpwever, I cannot avoid men- 
tioning. I believe they have been already printed, but I do not recollect 
to haye read them. My authority is an officer in Her Majesty's navy. 
It seems that on a particular occasion, either from necessity or economy, 
a ration, either of less weight or inferior quality, was served out to the 
troops, at the command of Christophe. This they refused to receive. 
The affair was reported by the colonel of the regiment to the com- 
mander-in-chief. He immediately ordered him to present the rations a 
second time to the men, and to return and report the results. The men 
again refused, and their refusal was reported to Christophe. He made 
no reply, but ordering his aides-de-camp and the colonel to attend him, 
rode up to the refractory troops, and presented a ration with his own 
hand to one of the men. The man refused, and Christophe instantly 
blew his brains out. The ration was then offered to the next man, who 
accepted it. Then turning to the colonel, Christophe said; in a stem 
voice, " Why did you not do this ? Now this is to teach others to do 
their duty," and with these words shot him dead on the spot. The 
mutiny Was thus repressed, and the soldiers returned to their duty. 

The last act of his life was also characteristic of his temperament. 
About to attack the enemy he fell ill, and was confined for some days ; 
impatient of confinement, he summoned his medical attendant to his 
presence. ** Doctor," he said, " I must attack the enemy on a certain 
day, or all will be lost. , Shall I be fit to lead the troops on that day ?" 
" Decidedly not," replied the surgeon. " Then piy mortal career is 
finished !" and leaning back he shot himself before any one was aware 
of his intention, or could interpose to prevent him. I mention these 
anecdotes to prove that decision of character is not always wanting among 
individuals of the negro race, notwithstanding Mr. Lawrence's opinion. 

Without the fear of being thought tedious, I quote, as corroborative 
testimony in support of the opinion I have endeavored to establish, what 
Lord Karnes says on the subject of negro intellect. It is the more 
valuable, because his lordship arrived at the conclusion only after he had 
well examined the question* 

** Th« color of the negroes," says his lordship, " affords a strong 
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pn^lfsn^QX^ i^^ tjieff be^g « ^iffi^i:^^* race from the wlutes* apd J once 
tj^vgl^ttj^it t^^^r^^pfiptiQii W8s.suppoi:ted.by inferiority in their undei> 
fading, . B^^ it ^pp^s to me doubtful, iiqwrn second thojoghts, whether 
t^infociarity of their understaiviing may not be occaaipned by their 
pondition, A<man .never ripens in judgment nor in prudenc^e, but by 
^efcising these, powers ; at home the negroes have Uttle occasion to 
exercise either of them; they live upon fruits. and roots, which gfow 
^^t^ip^tpul^re ; they need little clothing, and they erect houses without 
^Qubl^ .or. arit Abroad they are miserable slaves, .having no encour^ge- 
ip^n(t to tl^xnk or act. "^iVho can say how far they might improve, in a 
state, of freedom, were they obhged, hke the Europeans, to procure 
jiread* "by the sweat of their brow ? Some kingdoms in Negroland, 
^g^Jc^hu-ly that of Whidah, have made great improvements in govern- 
jpent, in pohcy and in manners. The negroes, particularly on the Gold 
Coast, arjB naturally gay ; they are industrious, apprehend readily wh^t 
is said to them, have a good judgment, are equitable in their. d^ajjug^, 
and accommodate themselves readily to the manners of strangers.*! 

How much opposed is this philosophic writer to the prejudging and 
prejudiced Long !•— to Bryan Edwards, whose interest obscured hv$ judg- 
mental and induced him, it is alleged, to alter or interpolate the text pf 
Mungo Park — and Bridges, who, in the very teeth of authorities such s^q 
.Kames, Denham, and Clapperton, declares, without the slightest reserva- 
tion, that the natives of Whidah are among the most barbarous of t)^e 
A^can nations ! Such off-hand declarations remind me of w^at I^ero- 
4otus says of the Ethiopians, which is too futile to re;peat ; and of t)ie 
Abb6 Raynal, whose love of the marvellous caused him to improve on 
the fable of this historian, and to write — t . . , 

" The negroes have the skin much hotter, .and, as it were, ,oi|y ;. the 
-jblood of a blackish (!) hue, the bile very deep colored, the pujae q^qk^r, 
a sweat whieh yields a strong and disagreeable smell, and ^pefifp^r^^t^ 
wUch blackens the substance it comes in contact wUh /"-^fPolif,, ^ij^ml 
Phil. Hist, of the JEurop. Settlements in the E. awl Wp Ini^ksJ^^nJ 
vewjy beUeve these , ridiculous remarks are but .an, a||jplifiQiitiq^j)f 
. the information which Herodotus pretends to give us,, of the scGPeiipji^of 
,th^, reproductive organs in the male negro, being of a blficJ^, cf\j{g^. 
The Abb6, who was not remarkable for probity in his actions* aj^jjis 
cpnduct to Voltau-e, D*Alemb^t, and Diderot, relative to the. theolo- 
gical department of the Encychpedie amply proves, oi; (Otf„iYep^- 
;,city in his statements, as this description of the negro testififi?k„.je^ter- 
>.tftjned.np scruples of, conscience; and when a startling fact , was, r$- 
" quired to surprise the reader or confound an antagonist, boldly invented, 
or artfully ampHfied, distorting probability as it suited his wants or sup- 
'ported his views. On such occasions he contented himself ^ith s):ating 
[ as tr,ue what he believed to be possible, and of recording a^iact wl>at 
,waa clearly just probable. Labored sentences^ rowided periods* and 
swelling Mnes, were the Abba's forte. So that the language was 
pompous ind lofty, he cared little how far the feet he pFetended to 
relate was opposed to truth,, repugnant to probability, incongruous in 
detail, monstrous in rjea^on, or,cata^hrestic ifi ,t^e aggr^ate< He was 
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. anxious to write a *' big " hook, a learned booV, and b itartling bo0k ; 

. and, keeping MandeTille and Mendez Fmto in view; sneceeded in pro- 
dncing one of the most fertile and most mendacious works that ever 
issued from the press. There is only The Adventured of Baron Mun" 
chausen that can compete with it. As such, and in such company, let 
it rest; but never let it be named among reputable works, or b^ 
introduced into the same page with veritable histcay. 
' There are some other negroes whose distinguished actions entitle 
them to be mentioned, did space permit; among the most conspicaous 
of whom are Juan de Bola, who, with De Fassi, the Spanish governor, 
kept the first English invaders of Jamaica at bay for a long period ; 
Cud joe, the Maroon chief, whose actions have been vividly depicted by 
Dallud and Abou Bekr, the Sheik, who, after a captivity of many years 
in Jamaica, was discovered by Dr. Madden and generously enfranchised. 
I can barely allude to De Bola and Cudjoe. Of Abou Bekr I would 
have been glad to speak at some length, as I had the pleasure of 
knowing Dr. Madden, and was. in Kingston when he bought Abou from 
his master, Mr. Anderson, but that I am acquainted with little of his 
subsequent history. All that is known of Abou after he left Kingston, 
where he was much respected, though a slave, and kept his master's 
books — those of a general merchant*— in the Arabic character, is that he 
attended Glapperton in his last expedition to, Africa, and was taken pri- 
soner in a fray with some of the nomadic tribes, sold again into slavery, 
and never heard of after. I have in my possession a letter written in 
Arabic by Abou to his master after his arrival in London. It is in a 
clear and beautiful hand, and is characteristic of the man.* 

Thus I have endeavored, so far as opportunity permitted, to collect 
together, I believe for the first time, a mass of materials which may serve 
as a prodromus to a philosophical inquiry into negro intellect, leaving it 
either to a future day to resume the consideration of the subject, or dele- 
gating it to others, whose powers of generalisation are greater than mine> 
and whose leisure and learning prepare and dispose them for the task* 
Confident am I, however, in my own mind, from long observation, 
from frequent and continuous intercourse with the negroes; from 
careful examination of the quickness and cleverness of the replies of black 
and colored children at numerous schools which I visited in the West 
Indies (especially in Jamaica), and from the general form, size, and mould 
of the cerebral bones, that there exists neither physical, physiological, nor 
psychological causes why the negro race, as a race, should not arrive at 
the same degree of perfection in the phrenal science as they have long 

* It does not seem to have been very uncommon to meet with Africans, slaves ip 
, the West Indies, who, like Abou, were well educated, at least in the t^ets of the 
Mahomedan religion. Edwards says tbat he had a Maodingo slave who read and 
wrote Arabic fluently ; but dying soon after he came into his possession, he bad no 
means of judging if bis learning extended farther than the Koran, passages from 
which be seems to have been in the habit of writing down, probably, poor fellow, to 
relieve that horrible satiety of mind which must have been induced by association 
with his fellow bondmen, rendered still more intolerable by the recoUec^on.of the 
Jbliss that had flown, and thejdays that would never return* 
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since mnced in many of the manual arts ; or that they shouid not equal, 
if they cannot surpiBes, the natives of Europe, and their descendanta in 
the West Indies, in the more extended and deeper range of philosophy^ 
mathematics, and poetry. The grand experiment now progressing in 
the West Indies, so far as it has proceeded, is satisfactory ; and if , as I 
hope and trust in God will he the case, a college or imiversity should he 
founded in Jamaica, similar to that which has worked so much good in 
Barbados, I have not the slightest doubt but that the negro, or hi« 
derivative, wiU follow the white man passHma aquis. 

In conclusion, I may state that, to avoid being charged with par- 
tiality, or a desire to elevate the attainments and merits of one man 
over another, or of one class of subjects over those of its neighbor, I 
have purposely refrained from making any allusion to numerous colored 
gentlemen of Jamaica, Barbados, and the other West India Islands, who 
fill the offices of senators, stipendiaries, secretaries, practitioners of 
medicine, editors of newspapers, barristers, solicitors, and clergymen. 
Many of these black and colored gentlemen would be an ornament to 
any society in which they might happen to fall ; while in their own per- 
sons they give the direct contradiction to the opinion of Mr. Lawrence, 
and many who, like him, wrote more under the influence of prejudioc 
than observation, and who were more anxious to repeat the dicta of 
others than to expose themselves to the charge of novelty, by examining 
for themselves. 

For any further information which the reader may desire, he may 
consult Buchanan's Account qf the Black Jen^s in Cochin ; Hvm^ 
holdt's Personal Narrative ,• Col, Oalindd's Paper, published in the 
Trans, of the Roy. Geography Soc, ; Chambers's Edan, Joum,^ 
No. 46 ; Kirhy^ in the Bridgercater Treatises^ p. 48 ; Whke^ 
Pritcliard^ Clapperton^ Denham^andBlumenbachyBicheraudy Mas- 
pailf and other physiologists, not forgetting Mr, Lawrence. In Vimont 
some additional information may be gleaned, and a portrait of Entita- 
«hius, a negro, may be seen. 
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